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Most of the amphibians and reptiles in Hong Kong are nocturnal animals, you may not be able to see them
as easily as birds, fishes and other wildlife. They depend on wetlands for whole or part of their life cycles,
so wetlands are crucial for their survival.
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Hong Kong Cascade Frog ‘__

‘Amphibian’ is derived from the Greek word ‘amphibios' (Amolops honghangensio B

meaning living two lives. They are vertebrates which
spend at least one stage of their life cycle in water.
Amphibians have smooth, scaleless skin which is
permeable to water. They will suffer from dehydration if
exposed for a long time, as water is lost through their
permeable skin. This explains why they are seldom
found basking in the sun but prefer to hide in moist soil.
They also lay their eggs in water or on plants at the
water edge, and they rely heavily on wetlands for
survival. Amphibians are cold-blooded animals. They

hibernate in dry and cold winter, and are active in Ejﬁfgﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁimfsfﬁﬂfgﬁgﬁﬁfﬂ)
summer. You might recall the symphony of frog calls in usually appears in natural hill streams with clear water,

mid-summer nights. large boulders and vegetated areas

Amphibians consist of three orders: Anura (tailless) - frogs and toads, Caudata (tailed) - salamanders and newts,
and Apoda (limbless) - caecilians. By the end of 2007, a total of 23 species of frogs and toads and one newt (Hong
Kong Newt) have been recorded in Hong Kong. Newts are easily distinguished from frogs and toads by their
slender body shape and the presence of a tail throughout their life time.
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Asian Common Toad Asfatlc Painted Frog Spotted Narrow-mouthed Frog
(Bufo melanostictus) (Kaloula pulchra pulchra) (Kalophrynus interlineatus)
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There are diverse habitats for amphibians in Wetland
Reserve of the Hong Kong Wetland Park. If it rains when
you are visiting, don't be disappointed. You may wander
around the wet crop fields at Wetlands at Work as well
as the Wildside Walk. Although you may not spot the
well-camouflaged amphibians, you might be able to
hear their calls. Two common species found here are
Gunther’s Frog and Asiatic Painted Frog. The back of
Gulnther’s Frog is pale-brown and the lateral sides are
dark-brown with a prominent dorsal lateral fold. Its
eardrums are conspicuous with white margins. Its call
resembles a dog's barking. The body of Asiatic Painted
Frog is light-brown with a large dark brown vest-like
marking on its back. It bellows like a cow.
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Gunther's Frog
(Rana guentheri)
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All reptiles have water-proof scales or leathery skin that can cope with desiccation. As their eggs are protected by
a hard shell, they are not restricted to live around water, but they also live on land. Some reptiles favour aquatic
environments (e.g. ocean and stream) while a few of them are capable of living in desert. In Hong Kong, there are
83 species of reptiles, they belong to order Testudoformes (turtles and tortoises) and order Squamata (snakes and
lizards). Pui Pui and the four False Gharials on display in Hong Kong Wetland Park belong to Order Crocodilia.
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Turtles and Terrapins
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In Hong Kong, native freshwater turtles and terrapins
have been exploited by man in the past. The Hong
Kong Wetlands Gallery displays an endangered
Three-banded Box Terrapin that used to be widely
distributed in local streams. During November 2006
to July 2007, a few juvenile Green Turtles were
displayed in this gallery. These juveniles hatched
from the eggs that were saved from a beach at Tai
Long Wan of Sai Kung in 2006. Green Turtle is an
endangered species that spends most of its life in
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Three-banded Box Terrapin
(Coura trifasciata)

deep water, and approaches the coastal area in

breeding season. The females lay their eggs at the ﬁfe? Turtle
beach where they hatched. (Chelonia mydas)
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Snakes
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Snakes are highly adaptive animals which could be
found in most habitats (except the poles). Many
people think that all snakes are venomous, but in fact
only some are venomous and they seldom attack
human. By the end of 20086, 51 species of snake have
been recorded in Hong Kong, of which less than half
are venomous. The Checkered Keelback is the most
common among the 9 species of snakes recorded in
the Hong Kong Wetland Park. This species is a good
diver which can submerge for up to 20 minutes.
Occasionally, you might see it moving nimbly

underwater with the head slightly sticking out when ?}:}fg&md Keelback

walking along the boardwalk near the Wetland (Xenochrophis piscator)

Discovery Centre.
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Li d Bowring’s Gecko
1Zaras (Hemidactylus bowringii)
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There are a total of 22 native species of lizards in
Hong Kong. In the Hong Kong Wetland Park, you
might encounter the Bowring's Gecko, which is the
species we commonly spot on the walls of our home.
Another common lizard is the Reeves' Smooth Skink.
It is in tan-colour with black dorsolateral stripe on
both sides. It is a highly alert species and will dart otk

Reeves' Smooth Skink
away when you attempt to get closer. (Scincella reevesii)
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Crocodiles
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There is no native crocodile in Hong Kong. "Pui Pui”
the crocodile that lives in the Hong Kong Wetland
Park is a Saltwater Crocodile. Saltwater Crocodiles
ar_e widely distribut‘e.d iﬁ Cambodia, Thailanc‘j, India, ?::wat‘ercmdile

Sri Lanka, the Philippine Islands, Indonesia, New  (Crocodylus porosus)

Guinea to Northwest Australia. The four False Gharials that live in the Living Wetlands Gallery are globally

endangered. They are distributed in freshwater marshes, lakes and rivers in Indonesia and Malay Peninsula.
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Threats to Amphibians and Reptiles
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Recently, there is a trend of keeping exotic reptiles and amphibians as pets. However, the owners might
release them to the wild for different reasons. Such practice threatens the survival of native species. On the
other hand, amphibians and reptiles are under the threat of habitat loss by channelisation, filling of fishponds
and wet crop fields. Herpetofauna is very sensitive to changes in environment and in particular to pollutants.
Many species are highly endangered as a result of over exploitation — people hunt them for food, medicine
Or accessories.
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What Can We Do?
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Some people might be afraid of amphibians and reptiles. However, we should note that they are members

of the local ecosystems as other wetland wildlife. They should be cherished and protected. One thing we can

do is to remind your friends not to buy exotic pets or release them in the wild. We can learn more about the 5
amphibians and reptiles through reading or attending revelant lectures, and try our best not to disturb them

when visiting the countryside.
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The following is a list of 9 species of amphibians and 15 species of reptiles which have been recorded in
the Hong Kong Wetland Park up to the end of 2007.
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Asiatic Painted Frog (Kaloula pulchra pulchra) R SRR Brown Forest Skink (Sphenomorphus incognitus)

Omate Pigmy Frog (Microhyla ornata) EIR Reeve's Smooth Skink (Scincella reevesi)

Marbled Pigmy Frog (Microhyla pulchra) iy Buff-striped Keelback (Amphiesma stolatum)

Giinther's Frog (Rana guentheri) e Common Blind Snake (Ramphotyphlops braminus)
RIJ‘_!E (EH#) Chinese Bullfrog (Rana rugulosa) ﬂlﬁ!ﬁkﬁ Common Rat Snake (Plyas mucosus)

E2IS Mangrove Water Snake (Enhydris bennettii)
: SRADM Many-banded Krait (Bungarus multicinctus mutticinctus)

BB Chinese Cobra (Naja atra)
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