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Wildlife Highlights - Mammals
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Mammals are the most familiar group of warm-blooded vertebrates to us. Human beings are mammals.

1.Mammals have hairs, although it is not conspicuous
in some of them.

2. All mammals nourish their young with milk produced
by female’s mammary glands.

3.Mammals detect sounds transmitted by a series of
tiny ear bones, which help to amplify the vibration of
sound wave for formation of impulse received by the
brain.

4. Mammals can regulate their temperature.

Most mammals search for food at wetland habitats.
Some of them feed on leaves and fruits of aquatic
plants, while others prey on aquatic insects, crusta-
ceans, amphibians and fishes. Mammals have close
relationship with wetlands.
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Mammals in Hong Kong
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There are diverse habitats for small to medium-sized mammals
in Wetland Reserve of the Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Monkeys and Domestic Ox are commonly encountered in the countryside, thus they are the most familiar
mammals to Hong Kong people. In Hong Kong, a total of 56 species of mammals have been recorded. Some
of them are bigger in size, such as the Domestic Water Buffalo. Some of them are smaller in size, such as
the Least Horseshoe Bat. Some of them are diurnal, such as the Small Asian Mongoose, and some are
active at night, such as the Leopard Cat. Bats have the highest diversity amongst all wild mammals in Hong
Kong, there are 26 species recorded so far.

Since most of the wild mammals in Hong Kong are either shy or nocturnal, you might not notice their pres-
ence in day time. However, you might discover signs of life by their faeces, nests and calls when you are in
the countryside.
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Mammals in Hong Kong Wetland Park
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There are diverse habitats for small to medium-sized
mammals in Wetland Reserve of the Hong Kong
Wetland Park. Artificial bat boxes were installed within
the park.

By the end of 2007, 11 mammalian species have been
recorded in the Wetland Reserve by infra-red-trigger
camera and on-site observation.
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Short-nosed Fruit Bat
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Nocturnal Mammals
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Small Indian Civet Indochinese Forest Rat
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When you are walking near the Hong Kong Wetland Park in the evening, it is not difficult to see bats
flying in the dim light. According to ecological monitoring report, Japanese Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus abra-
mus) is the most easily found species here. The body of Japanese Pipistrelle is greyish brown above
and paler below. The skin near the eyes and lips are pink in colour. They are used to prey on flying
insects such as the mosquitoes and moths. Another bat species that is more likely to be seen is the
Lesser Yellow Bat (Scotophilus kuhlii). Its body is chestnut brown above, paler brown to yellowish tinge
below. It has darker wings, ears and muzzle as well as short and velvety fur. They often feed on flying
insects above aquatic plants and along streams.

The Indochinese Forest Rat (Ratfus andamanensis), Small Indian Civet (Viverricula indica) and Leop-
ard Cat (Prionailurus bengalensis) have also been recorded in the Wetland Reserve. But they are more
difficult to be observed as they are camoufiaged among the dense vegetations.

In the Living Wetland Gallery of the Hong Kong
Wetland Park, there is an enclosure that imitates a
night time environment, where you can see Lesser
Mouse Deers. Lesser Mouse Deer (Tragulus
Jjavanicus) is the smallest Artiodactyle in the world.
Members of this order have two functional hoofed
toes and two small natural toes on each foot.
Cattles and pigs are Artiodactyle which are famil-
iar to us. The Lesser Mouse Deer is native in the
forests and bushes around the Malay Peninsula

and Indonesia. Fruits dropped on the ground and
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Diurnal Mammals
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Small Asian Mongoose (Herpestes javanicus) is the
only diurnal mammal found in the Hong Kong Wetland
Park. It has dark brown to reddish brown body and a
long bushy tail with tapered end. Sometimes, you may
find a single Small Asian Mongoose running across the
Stream Walk or the Wildside Walk. Generally, they
prefer to inhabit open areas and feed in wetlands. They
are carnivorous, and feed mainly on snails, amphibians, FoE
crustaceans and fishes. They are good at preying on el
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snakes. Small Asian Mongoose
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Potential Threats
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Hunting (Hong Kong had banned hunting) is crucial
threat to wild mammals. Many of them are hunted for
food, medicine and fur for making fashion and acces-
sories. Another major threat faced by mammals is the
loss of habitats. For example, hill fire damages their
homeland or even kill them. Development reduces
and fragmentises their habitats. Mammals may also
be killed by bioaccumulation of pollutants as many of
them are at high trophic level.

HMEEMERE ?
What Can We Do?
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Mammals were hunted for production of clothes and decorations
in Xijiang, China
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To protect the wild mammals, we should not buy any products or food that is made from them. We can try our
best to avoid any action that might damage the habitats of mammals. For example, we should handle fire
carefully and avoid polluting catchments and water sources during outings.
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The following is an updated list by the end of 2007 which includes 11 species of mammals that have been
recorded in the Hong Kong Wetland Park. Please“V” in the appropriate place and count your personal
observation record during your visit here (The sequence is arranged in alphabetical order of the Scientific

Name).
R EHG REEM(UTRR)
Chinese Name English Name (Scientific Name)
Ept ] Leopard Cat (Prionailurus bengalensis)
AN Small Indian Civet (Viverricula indica)
FAEE Small Asian Mongoose (Herpestes javanicus)
HEER Ryukyu Mouse (Mus caroli)
EME Indochinese Forest Rat (Ratfus andamanensis)
BIER Roof Rat (Rattus rattus)
bl ] Short-nosed Fruit Bat (Cynopterus sphinx)
RERIE Japanese Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus abramus)
IRFUE Leschenault's Rousette (Rousettus leschenaulti)
FREEGHEEME  Chinese Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus sinicus)
FREIE Lesser Yellow Bat (Scotophilus kuhlii)
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