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Butterflies belong to the insect Order Lepidoptera. "Lepidoptera"
is a Greek word, meaning "scaled wing". The wings of the butterfly
are covered by tiny scales, and these scales give rise to
the colours and patterns on the wings. The other parts of the
butterfly’s body are also covered with scales or bristles.
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Butterflies are insects that undergo complete metamorphosis.
There are 4 stages (egg, larva, pupa and adult) in their life

cycle.
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Life cycle of the Plain Tiger
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The female usually lays eggs on larval food plants.
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Most larvae feed on leaves, stems or flowers of their food plants
while some are camivores, feeding on tiny insects like aphids. The
larval stage is a time for feeding, moulting and constant growth.

© DERWAMEST "BUETTE , RBARUIN
The larvae will metamorphose into adult in the pupa.
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Emerged butterflies will find mates with courtship behaviours for
reproduction.
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Defence Mechanisms
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Butterflies are vulnerable to attacks from predators in all
stages of their life cycle. They protect themselves by different
means.

Larvae of skippers hide inside

the rolled up leaf shelter
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Osmeterium protrudes from
Swallowtail larvae to release
bad odour, so that their predators
‘would lose their appetite
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Camouflage that blends into the
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Common Tiger has bright
waming colour to warn predators
that they are poisonous
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Butterflies in Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Composed of numerous ommatidia for detecting colour,
shape, light and motion
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FFRRAIERY For feeding on liquid food
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For attaching, standing, walking and finding food; some
butterflies have vestigial forelegs
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Food for Butterflies
4 Larva
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Most larvae feed on stem/leaf/flower/fruit of
particular plant species.
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Butterflies are thought to be feeding on flower nectar only. In fact, some species
feed on other liquids such as water, plant saps and even animal excreta with their
proboscis.
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Big eyespots can scare away
predators
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Caudal processes and eye spots form a false
head to deceive predators, avoiding direct
attacks to the head
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Some non-poisonous butterflies
g ! may mimic the colours and wing

pattems of poisonous butterflies
£ to discourage predators
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Tips for Butterfly Watching

Q@ 46AR10-11 BRNSMEQ A -
The best months for butterfly watching are from April to June and
Oclober to November.
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Do not collect eggs, larvae, pupae or adull of butterflies,
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Protect the plants and vegetations as they may be the food sources
for butterflies.
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Butterfly Garden of
Hong Kong Wetland Park
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The Hong Kong Wetland Park provides habitats for diverse wildlife.
The Butterfly Garden covers 2,000m? of land and over 60 plant species
are cultivated in the garden. Visitors can leisurely watch butterflies
dancing around in this Butterfly Garden.
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Butterfly Garden
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Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai,
New Territories, Hong Kong Licrees

B3E Tel : 3152 2666
#811k Website: www.wetlandpark.gov.hk
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Butterflies are insects that undergo
There are 4 stages (egg, larva, pupa and adun) In their life
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Butterflies in Hong Kong Wetland Park




