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Wetlands Action for People and Nature

“We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.”
—Wendell Berry

Wetlands are among the most diverse and productive ecosystems in the world,
providing a huge variety of ecosystem services essential to the well-being of
people and nature. Nevertheless, wetlands are vulnerable to climate change,
environmental degradation and other natural and human-induced environmental
stresses. It is thus important for all of us to take a further step forward to
contribute our efforts to the protection and restoration of wetlands.

This issue is dedicated to the World Wetlands Day 2022 which is an exceptionally
significant one. While aiming at raising global awareness of the vital role of
wetlands for people and the planet, it also marks the first time that the anniversary
of the signing of the Ramsar Convention is observed as a United Nations
international day. Let’s start understanding, appreciating and conserving the
invaluable wetlands from today onwards.
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When it is getting closer to sunset,
the Eastern Buzzard takes a rest on
the treetop before returning to
the woodland to wait for the next
sunrise.
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After careful selection, the Plains
Cupid stops on a flower and enjoys
the delicious nectar.
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What are Wetlands?

Wetlands are places where water connects to land
and account for around 6% of the total surface area
of the Earth. Wetlands are defined in the Ramsar
Convention as “areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary,
with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or
salt, including areas of marine water the depth of
which at low tide does not exceed six metres”.

B E R MR

ERORMEREHERESNEY  WEHES
ABNERRARERE  AIWBILKE - REISK
R KR E - KR R KPTERBIE
REBELER FRHEE ETRFESBNRYE
S - WO BRORMEBRABNEREBRED -
HEAEBRE®SE  DIUKKERNERRARRE -

Importance and Functions of Wetlands

Healthy wetlands have high biodiversity and provide
ecosystem services which benefit humans, for example,
water purification, waste treatment, provision of
freshwater and fisheries produce, protection against
storm and flooding, protection of habitats along the
shore, carbon storage, and places for study and
recreation. Healthy wetlands have greater ecological
resilience which allow them to maintain the ecosystem
services under changing conditions.
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Biodiversity of Wetlands in Hong Kong

Mangroves 72\%1 ﬁj M‘
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Mangrove forests are commonly found in inter-tidal brackish waters.In Hong
Kong, mangrove habitats are mainly located at the coastal areas of northeast
=3 S New Territories, Deep Bay and Lantau Island. The Mai Po Inner Deep Bay
=] /% E’g I7R iﬁ" Ramsar Site has the largest stand of mangrove in Hong Kong.

Wetlands of Hong Kong
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Migratory Birds 1|92E ,%

Despite its small area of about |114 km? EBRENERSD ﬁﬁﬁ550§%ﬁ§aﬁ CHERZIPEBINE
Hong Kong has a wealth of wetland habitats FEN=pr— TERARTBEITLHNEREE  NLEB
including streams, mangroves, coral reefs, ponds, URRD—BANBERITIBRLOPRD @ RSIFTDRI[EFER
artificial fish ponds and wet farmlands. EBBT EOBESTBER -

Hong Kong has recorded more than 550 bird species, representing one third
of the total number of wild bird species all over China, which is mainly
attributable to Hong Kong’s diversified natural habitats. In addition, Hong Kong is
a stopover point along the East Asian — Australasian Flyway, many migratory

birds pass through here on their way south or spend the winters here.
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Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site Eiddler Crabs jglr:l, ﬁﬂ %
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With the largest mangrove and reedbed in Hong Kong, it is an

important over-wintering site and refueling station for migratory | ) )
birds. It is also an ideal place for scientific research, nature Fiddler crabs are residents in mangroves and mudflats. They move

conservation and education , ecotourism and bird watching. around on mudflats at low tide and retreat to burrows when in danger.
A male fiddler crab has an outsized chela weighing as much as half of its
body weight for courtship, battling and territorial defence. A female
fiddler crab has a pair of small chelae. Similar to the male’s small chela,

they are used for feeding on organic matters in the sediment.
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Mudskippers are another group of common residents in mangroves and
mudflats. They can live both in water and on land. After leaving the water,
they can breathe with their moist skin and water-filled gill chambers. They
have strong pectoral fins to support their bodies and to crawl and leap
on mudflats with the aid of their tails. Their big eyes protrude from the
top of their head.

An ecotourism spot with a theme on the functions and
values of wetlands. It consists of a 10000 m? Visitor Centre
and a 60 ha reserve area and is an ideal place for local and
overseas visitors who wish to get a glimpse of wetlands.
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World Wetlands Day

The World Wetlands Day on 2 February each
year marks the date of the adoption of the
Ramsar Convention.The Hong Kong Wetland
Park(HKWP) has produced a short video for
everyone to appreciate the beauty of
wetlands for healing and soothing our soul.
Enjoy the video and join us to cherish the
wetlands!

The Ramsar Convention

The Ramsar Convention (also called the Convention
on Wetlands), adopted in the Iranian city of
Ramsar in 1971, is an international treaty that
provides a framework for national action and
international co-operation for the conservation
and wise use of wetlands and their resources. As
at February 2022, 2400 sites have been designated as
Wetlands of International Importance (also
known as Ramsar Sites).
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Dioramas of the HKWP
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“Wetland Animal Cardboard Models” Exhibition
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The 21st Inter-school Bird Race
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The 21 Inter-school Bird Race (the Race),
co-organised by the HKWP and the Hong Kong
Bird Watching Society, was successfully held on
18 December 2021. More than 190 teachers and
students from 29 secondary schools forming a
total of 40 teams joined the Race. Among the
participating schools, 12 of them have not
participated in the previous 3 races. The Race
aims at promoting bird watching activities to
schools and enhancing students’ knowledge of
bird watching and bird habitats. Through the
Race, students can acquire skills in bird
identification, develop a sense of team spirit,and
enrich their “Other Learning Experiences”.

b BB RW T The results are as follows:

#2 T8 Award Z K School

LARBRPE

73 & champion
LE P S.K.H. Chan Young Secondary School

FRROBPRELEPS
T2 & 15 Runner-up

Queen Elizabeth School Old Students’ Association Secondary School
ST 2 puners AARBREARTHRL P2

P Confucian Tai Shing Ho Kwok Pui Chun College

BEE 39 rumneran EBPXALRREHEHREE PR
! CUHKFAA Chan Chun Ha Secondary School
FEEFHA” RPREBLPE

Emergent Outstanding Team *  St. Paul’s Co-educational College

BrtAEEBRMABZHE B
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*The best performing team which has not participated in the previous 3 Inter-school Bird Races
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Peggi LIU, Alex TSANG

The 16th Hong Kong Wetland Park Summer Internship Programme
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The Summer Internship Programme was
held from June to August 2021 with ||
students from 5 tertiary institutions participated.
They designed new educational activities and
materials for the HKWP to promote the
message of wetland conservation.
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Interns put on their equipment and assisted
in biological survey in the HKWP.

EBBYOH  BBELEES-RINRMERE >
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Interns received a series of training
on wetland knowledge at the beginning of
internship to strengthen their basic
concept of wetland.

BRAZSABHOTXAONE  FLIABEBLUHA - BERRWREFELER !

Heartfelt thanks to all of our interns for their hard work! We hope that they could make
good use of what they have leant to continuously contribute to wetland conservation.
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ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTS
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Treasure in Wetland
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Public Lecture
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Visitors were invited to search for clues to solve riddles of
different themes all over the HKWP on Mothers’ Day,
Fathers’ Day, Mid-Autumn Festival and World Wetlands Day
2022.Through the games, visitors can gain a better understanding
of the values of wetlands and how to protect such precious
resources.
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Dr. Apple CHUI, The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
introduced some fun facts about corals and provided the
latest updates on the restoration and conservation works

of the local coral communities during the public lecture
on 14 August 2021.
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Nature Exploration Class — Plants
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Visitors enjoyed the mini-drama performances at the
HKWP and learnt about the fascinating relationship
between animals and plants during the interactive activities
in the dramas.
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The participants spent a fruitful day learning the basic
knowledge of plants and identification techniques in class

and practising what they have learnt by conducting outdoor
field surveys and taking part in mysterious games.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
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New of Wetland Animal Origami Workshop
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A new series of wetland animal origami workshop is
now available at the Volunteer’s Origami Station. Visitors
are welcome to join the workshop on |/F of the HKWP's
Viewing Gallery on weekends! There are more origamis
available and please stay tuned.
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Treasure in Wetland
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The HKWP will continue to organise different "Treasure
in Wetland" activities. Visitors can get to know more

about wetlands in an enjoyable way, and learn about
how to help protect our wetlands in our daily lives.
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Noel CHOI, Peggi LIU, Alex TSANG
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Wetland Classroom (Birds):

Waterbird Study Beginners’ Class & Waterbird Study Intermediate Class

ERXKRHABAPARSHREEXRSOHELARI -
WERBEE-—SRIANITBXIUVRBLKRELE -
ERASHBEBANSHREERESESNURESD
ARAXSNEHRIT

The Waterbird Study Beginners’ Class will cover basic
skills of waterbirds watching and enhance participants’
understanding and appreciation of waterbirds and
wetland conservation. Meanwhile, the Waterbird
Study Intermediate Class will cover skills of conducting
ecological survey and identifying more species of
waterbirds.
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VOLUNTEER CORNER
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To recognise the contribution and support of the
HKWP Volunteers, the Outstanding Volunteer Service
Awards were presented to |35 volunteers who
served 25 hours or above in the year of 2020/21.
In addition, the Long Service Awards were also
presented to 38 volunteers who have served the
HKWP for more than |0 years. The criteria for
various service awards were revised as most
volunteer services were suspended during the year
because of the COVID-19 situation.

Although the volunteer services and trainings of
the HKWP have not fully resumed, our volunteers
continued to devote their valuable time to wetland
conservation. We sincerely thank all of them for
their contributions.
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Volunteer Award Presentation 202]

The HKWP organised the Volunteer Award Presentation
Ceremony 2021 on 31 October 2021 to present
the |5-Year Service Awards, | 0-Year Service Awards and
the Wetland Eco-tour Guide Certificates. Big thanks
to all the volunteers for their unfailing support to
the Park.
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“tHESHETIRFFIE (20-Year Service Award)
RIS © IR - B - TBR

+RESHE TR (15-Year Service Award)

+ESHE TIRFEEE (10-Year Service Award)
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$RZ5 Silver Award (BR#Em50/\EF Over 50 service hours)
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#BAE Diamond Award (BR#Em200/)\BF Over 200 service hours)

£ = Platinum Award (ARF% 7% 150/)\EF Over 150 service hours)

£E Gold Award (BR#:m100/\B5 Over 100 service hours)
BREXAR ~ RE2RR - RAE - ARR - BEE - WEL - 2DB - BIEE - RIRD  EXE - RER - BWE

$AZ Bronze Award (BR#m25/)\BF Over 25 service hours)
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BRE - BHK - OFEE - ORE IR BER - DEH  ME - MBR - 2RE 25 - 2ABF TR - RAUR - REE
FRE BEBF  BRE TER - MERY - RHE - R HEE UEE SR BES - 2K #HER - R8I
FBR  BEE - BB BHM - AN - BEE - BT ¥EBYD
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Chinese Version Only
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Small Asian Mongoose
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Photo Collection Activity

Last summer, many visitors shared the wonderful
moments under their cameras with us. Let’s enjoy
the photos together.
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