Hong Kong

tland

EERIUAESS 28 HAEH © 2016 £ 12 B HKWP Newsletter Issue No. 28 ® December 2016

( JasE
A1 ANNIVERSARY
RBAR Hong Kong
Wetland Park

RRARESE =B
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department

=3 /N

- ZB|

B - R PIRYSEAE W

BN - 2EBEER
LEUMBRCE  THAEEYH
FAPEBIARR - 4R Y E8 - 1L
B OUR ALBM S BENEEEAR
ERENT —SESHEEEENT
WAR ~ ERMZEESHIBALE -
2IRAE 10 000 LR » EHHFS
K_TERRBBUENER - REE
ESESEEI RS ?

BRRMBARRTERSSTENED
"B RRIERNNE, BT
ESSERBMNBHERRENS
BRBNTR -

H '2REESR SERES
Eﬂf%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%m%%m%
BARL - RETERERNERE
SEEFRATAERLOLSEEN
ABHER N WHE - B EEER
MR AR EERMAREER o

'BEH, NE—SHRRMERE
MRS BXRBAM, AFREE
afF B DR x 25 ° WHLER
g, -ERERET 2NEARSH
HERELE RABERE AR ARE
ENRIREEBE LS ® BARL - (RIFA
E*rﬁ%?JEMﬁ$F”mEE’
BREREEE . 'R %ﬁmm:J
SEER - ARBENTERESS

RABARDAERBES RN

&%ﬁﬂw%%

SECRETS IN THE WORLD OF BIRDS

Birds are almost everywhere! They are wonderful creatures
with many distinctive characteristics that set them apart
from other animals. Apart from living in forests, mountains, river
banks, mangroves, sea shores and other natural habitats, some
are also adapted to life in the urban parks, gardens and trees
along busy streets in cities. There are around 10 000 species of
birds worldwide, about 20% are even specialists on long distance
migration. What actually make birds so unique and successful?

The Hong Kong Wetland Park presents the Bird Watching Festival
“Secréts in the World of Birds", our winter signature event, to
show you various interesting adaptive features and behaviours
of birds.

In the thematic exhibition "The School of Black-faced Spoonbill’,
a skeleton model of Black-faced Spoonbill will be openly
displayed in Hong Kong for the first time. The exhibition will also
reveal the secrets that enable this globally endangered species
to travel thousands of kilometer back-and-forth between the
breeding ground in the north and the wintering ground in the 23
south every year, including the functions of hollow bones which 3
account for only about 5% of the body weight. :

Another highlight of the Festival is our collaboration with Mr.
Andy Hung, LEGO® Certified Professional, to organise the
first "Wetland x LEGO® Experience Class" The participants
will ‘get a chance to build the Black-faced Spoonbill
LEGO® brick model exclusively created by Mr. Hung
and his team for the Park. You can also enjoy
an array of other edutainment activities, such
as bird watching guided tours, "If Bird Bones
could Talk" interpretation sessions, public
lectures and kids reading club, in the Festival.

Come to the Hong Kong Wetland Park and uncover t.he secrets
in the world of birds!
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Our guides will lead visitors around different habitats in the Park to appreciate
some wonderful bird species.
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Why can birds do body movements that we humans cannot? Do you know how the unique
skeleton system facilitates their daily activities? Visitors will find the answers in the thematic

interpretation, "If Bird Bones Could Talk"!
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We invited speakers experienced in the field of
bird conservation for talks in the Park. Through
these lectures, participants will have a better
understanding on birds as well as the importance
of conserving birds and wetlands.
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Hong Kong Wetland Park together with Mr. Andy Hung, the "LEGO® Certified Professional”, and his
team “"Legend Creative" present "Wetland x LEGO® Experience Class" this winter. Professional LEGO®

tutors will show you how to make the Black-faced Spoonbill “Pei Pei" and Salt Water Crocodile “Pui
Pui" LEGO® miniatures in the class!
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Our "Wetland Classroom: Birds" this season will include classes on two different topics.

Participants would learn and experience collecting waterbird survey data in "Waterbird
Survey Beginners' Class" After completing the class, they may join the
“International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2017"

The "Bird Study Intermediate Class”, on the other hand

is tailored for participants with some basic knowledge

of bird watching, who are eager to hone their skills

in bird identification, and the use of field guides and
equipment.
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To nurture kids' sense of creativity and

observation, bring them to our Badge and *Eﬁ”ﬁ%;ﬁ@]
E'EEFQE] = Origami Workshops. Make a unique badge Photo) Collection Activity
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or origami and bring it home!
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Don't forget to capture photos of fascinating
birds with your camera! Visitors may redeem
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a souvenir by submitting photographs of birds
taken at the Park. Visitors would also be able to
appreciate outstanding entries taken by others.

Through reading different funny storybooks
and making simple handicrafts, children
can learn about wetland wildlife, as well
as increase their interest in reading. Let's
experience the joy of reading together!

SEEN—%E Schedule
JEEN Activity HHA Date

#2: Venue

BsB8E BHRER
Bird Watching Guided Tour SIMHERTE = 1Rl4 2l Wetland Reserve

BAESEREH RIRRPD
Thematic Interpretation on Birds 9/11/2016 - 10/4/2017 Wetland Discovery Centre
BRI x &5 ° HHERRe ZREE 1

13/11/2016, 19/11/2016, 14/1/2017, 22/1/2017, 5/2/2017 Miti-functon Rosm |

Wetland x LEGO® Experience Class

KEZEAFIPE Waterbird Survey Beginners' Class:

8/1/2017 SRERE |
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EipE p e ?J;/%]/?O%;EE%AEI Waterbird Survey Experience Day: Multi-function Room 1
Wetland Classroom: Birds R ER
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Bird Study Intermediate Class
18/2/2017
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Public Lecture

TERES RHRER
Kids Reading Club 7/1/2017, 22/1/2017, 26/2/2017, 12/3/2017, 2/4/2017 Wetland Reserve
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Photo Collection Activity

EA12EE) School Activity
JEE) Activity
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The 16" Inter-school Bird Race

2 Venue

HERMAR
Hong Kong Wetland Park

17/12[2016

BRI
For more details, please visit
www.wetlandpark.gov.hk
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From November 2016 to April 2017, "School of Black-
faced Spoonbill" thematic exhibition is set up in the Park.
Through interactive game, specimens and models, visitor
can further understand this amazing creature.

EEHSHIBEREE The fascinating skeletal system of spoonbills
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Spoonbills take advantage of their unique skeletal system to complete their annual round trip of approx. 5,000 km
between breeding and wintering sites.
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A spoonbill wing consists of Ulna,
Radius, three fingers and two
palm bones. They are used for
controlling all the flight feathers. It
also has wrist bones which enable
lateral movements of wings, allow
flapped wings to lift up or down,
or fold the flight feathers at rest.

BESPZ=E—BEE Hollow Bones
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Spoonbills’ bones are mostly hollow and account for only about 5% of their body weight. The lightweight

body is an advantage for flight. Birds' bones have crisscross network of struts to strengthen the bone
structure. Mammals do not have such crisscross struts.
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The numerous pits in mandibles are places for
sensory receptors to detect organisms in water.
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The Black-faced Spoonbill is sophisticated in catching fish. Through this game,
visitors can experience how birds can catch food with their bills.
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The neck length is not proportional to the number of cervical vertebrae.

Mammals (e.g. human, giraffe) have 7 cervical vertebrae; birds have evolved different
numbers of neck vertebrae (ranging from 11 to 25) in different species with more
movement flexibility!

SR B RS Keeled sternum HIS<EEMTEREE Tip Toes
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T ERITENBIENE The tarsometatarsus is formed
AR from fused bones of the foot

Along the middle of a spoonbill's to give birds extra strength in
sternum, there is a smooth pre-flight take-off and landing.

extension (keel) which protrudes Spoonbills t.h.erefore can walk or
outwards. The keel serves as an hop on modified toes!
attachment site for flight muscles
(pectorals).
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During every Autumn, Black-faced Spoonbills migrate from their breeding sites towards wintering sites in the \ N )
south. According to our previous records, they start arriving at the Wetland Park from around late October or “N
early November, while the number of Black-faced Spoonbills in the Park usually reaches its peak in January. In
around April and May, most Black-faced Spoonbills would leave Hong Kong for their breeding sites in the north. (

TERRE » ZMA DTN ESESRRIMMTTETER - #DRKE
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At Riverside Hide, we can see them feeding at the water channel during low

. tide. They walk in shallow waters, swinging their spoon-like bills in water to
~  search for food items such as small fishes or shrimps .
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During Daytime, they usually
roost at the Mudflat or at the
Freshwater Marsh in front of
Visitor Centre. They hide their
bills and one of their legs
under the wings when
taking a short sleep. They
may also use their bills
to tidy feathers or even
bathe in front of us!
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If you are careful enough, sometimes you may find Eurasian Spoonbills mixing in a group of Black-faced

Spoonbills! Eurasian Spoonbills are usually a bit larger than Black-faced Spoonbills but they appear to
be friendly to each other.

Quiz4
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Let's try counting the number of Black-faced Spoonbill and Eurasian Spoonbill
in the photo.
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The Secret Residents
in Wetland Park
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The Hong Kong Wetland Park is not only a place for visitors to enjoy nature, but also a home for wildlife. To have a more comprehensive
understanding of the wildlife here, several outdoor Infra-red Trail Cameras are deployed in the reserve area. This can let us record the presence
of secretive nocturnal animals.

Infra-red Trail Cameras work 24 hours a day and 7 days a week, by silently taking photos of homeothermic animals passing in front of them.
We have recorded at least 27 species of wildlife through the Infra-red Trail Cameras, consisting of 4 mammals and 23 birds.

Muridae sp.
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Crested Myna
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Small Indian Civet
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White-breasted Waterhen
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1 We summarized the frequency of different animals recorded.
(OrientaljTurtle]Dove) The animal having the highest exposure rate is ... the rarely seen
Small Indian Civet. Two common bird species, Spotted Dove and Masked
Laughingthrush, are runners-up. Leopard Cat, the only native wild Felidae in Hong
Kong nowadays, ranked 4th in our records. This proved that Infra-red Trail Cameras are effective in
monitoring some difficult-to-see mammals.



two mammals are more often recorded in winter and spring.
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As the cameras are set near ground, birds that are active on ground are commonly
captured. Common resident birds such as Spotted Dove, Masked Laughthingthrush and
Greater Coucal comprise most of the records. However, a number of uncommon migratory
species such as the Eurasian Woodcock are also recorded. More interestingly, we have also
taken photos of Crested Serpent Eagle - a raptor which is sometimes seen soaring above
the Park - on multiple occasions!
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The camera also record the time of photos taken, so we can learn
about the activity periods of different animals. Since Small Indian
Civet and Leopard Cat are known to be nocturnal animals, it is not
surprising that most records come from night time. Furthermore,
Small Indian Civet appears to be more active around 7pm in the
| 4am in the morning. However, both of them are also sometimes recorded during morning and afternoon, outside our opening hours.
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Remarks: The charts show total no. of records from 2009 to 2016
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)'a l This Autumn, two newly recorded animals were

found in the Park. They are Grey Nightjar and Dark

ln Autumn Himalayan Oak Blue.
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The other newly recorded animal is Dark Himalayan Oak
Blue. This butterfly had disappeared locally for a long
time. Records and distribution have increased recently.

A Dark Himalayan Oak Blue was found by our staff in
Butterfly Garden of the Park in early October. A Powdered
Oak Blue was also found nearby. It likes to rest on plant
in the shadow. It is relatively dull in colour at rest, but an
eye-catching metallic blue colour on the dorsal side of
wings could be seen during flying.
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This bird sitting on the tree is Grey Nightjar, one of the two
nightjar species in Hong Kong. Nightjars are active at nightfall
to night and rests on branches or ground at daytime. This Grey
Nightjar was found resting on a branch by a visitor in early
October and stayed in the park for a few days. Interestingly, it
rests on the same branch every day during its stay.
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We have complied and summarised our ecological
monitoring data (Birds, Butterflies and Dragonflies)
collected during the past ten-odd years, and
produced a "Wildlife Watching Calendar” which has
been uploaded to our website. This will be a useful
reference for wildlife watchers or researchers.

We summarised the easiness of seeing each species
in a particular month, based on a number of criteria
including their abundances, dates and frequencies
of records. This will not only help you plan your
visit but also enhance your understanding of these
species.

If you see some species outside the coloured
months of the chart, or even species beyond the
lists, please share with us your interesting sightings
by e-mail to reserve@wetlandpark.gov.hk .
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Little Grebe

Great Cormorant

Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Great Egret
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Little Egrat
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Scientific Name Jan Feb Mar Ape May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Tachybaptus ruficollis B —
Phalacrocorax carbo 1
Ardea cinerea 1 2

Ardea purpurea
Arded alba

Egret
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http://www.wetlandpark.gov.hk/tc/download/education_programme_prospectus.asp

y Hong Kong Wetland Park is an ideal nature classroom where students can explore the

t,“\ fascinating wetland animals and understand the importance of wetlands to human.
In order to facilitate teachers organising learning activities outside schools, we provide
diverse education programmes for schools, such as guided tours, "Other Learning
Experiences” activities and teachers' workshops. Details of our education programmes
and teaching resources could be found in the latest "Hong Kong Wetland Park
School Education Programme Prospectus” which is downloadable from the following
website:

@ | http:/lwww.wetlandpark.gov.hk/en/download/education_programme_prospectus.asp
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New/ =Other/Learning Experiences* Activity,— “Experiencing
Tree Inspection®
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We can tell the doctor when we feel sick, but how could the trees tell us when
they have health problems? Routine tree inspection can help to identify trees'
health problems and provide timely and proper tree care.

Hong Kong Wetland Park offers "Other Learning Experiences” activity -
“Experiencing Tree Inspection” for senior secondary students to learn about
and experience the work of tree health assessment.
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Teachers’ Workshops
EHRHABSERPRRNEN TS - BRDA TR
A1 EEHRSERIOINEL - ARTNREEER
XIE o HED LA EREL S - AREL TS :

http://www.wetlandpark.gov.hk/tc/education/school_tw.asp

Every year, the Hong Kong Wetland Park organises different
teachers' workshops which share ecological knowledge, key points
of programme design and interpretation skills, providing support
for teachers' education programmes. Details and application of the
workshops could be found at the following website:

http://www.wetlandpark.gov.hk/en/education/school_tw.asp
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Upcoming Teachers' Workshops

L
Online Booking for “Park Experience”
School Guided Tours
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http:/[www.wetlandpark.gov.hk/tcfeducation/school_pe.asp

"Park Experience” guided tours include exploratory games and field trips.
Students will discover the diversity of life in wetlands and valuable treasures
from nature, which will boost their awareness for environmental protection, and
motivate them to cherish natural resources in their daily lives.

Now teachers can check the booking status and apply for the "Park Experience”
guided tours at Hong Kong Wetland Park through the following website:

http://www.wetlandpark.gov.hk/en/education/school_pe.asp

¥% (HEF) Target (Teachers)

HER Date *5 Theme
13/1/2017 MBS STEMBBETENESES) ) HED LI

(2897 Fri) "Design Bird Watching Activities with STEM Education Elements" Teachers' Workshop
8/4/2017 MEERTEIE R « S REEEER) ) B LIEL

(2 887x Sat) "Project Learning Activities - Butterflies in the World of Flowers" Teachers' Workshop
7172017 MUK E R AR STEM #BEE) , #ELIE

(289 Fri) "Design Learning Activities on Water Resources for STEM Education" Teachers' Workshop
14/7/2017 TRMEDK « S REBBEEE) M L(EH

(25 Fri) "Science Learning Activities for Children - Wetlands and Water" Teachers' Workshop

N
Primary & Secondary Schools

HHE

Kindergartens

N2
Primary & Secondary Schools

e

Kindergartens
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After one month of renovation, the Café has been reopened. The
new Café is operated by ClubONE, called "Mangrove” Give it a try
when visiting us. The Café provides vegetarian choices, too.
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WaterStories|Photo]ExhibitionfComesitolHongjKong

IKERLUEHR K G AT ENERE » BBERA Mustafah Abdueziz FIfEM » BE T KNEAMEHARRENRE - D
KB KR EEAREL A A DUnsast RAMER R -
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Water Stories is a photographic exhibition highlighting the global water crisis. The powerful images by photographer Mustafah Abdulaziz convey the
effects of water and sanitation issues on people and the environment, and how better management and protection of water sources can strengthen
communities and underpin development.

The exhibition by Mustafah Abdulaziz, in collaboration with the HSBC Water Programme, WWF, WaterAid and Earthwatch, is now on display at the
Park until 27 March 2017.
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Summer Puppet Show
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| "Zakka-style" Creative Stationery
| Making Class
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Staff delivered the interpretation
diligently with passion.

DRRBEE

Public Lecture

BEEHSD - NERED |
Kids enjoyed so much in the
interactive session of the Show.

RBHHE-EE - BREREIKE

BEMESNESZEEARBATRIRIREREE LKE Wetland Classroom: Insects, Dragonﬂles Butterﬂles
TS » DR GRS IEREEIE o tteetestessssstisissiasiesiesiaistiietiesiestitttiststittsinas
Our expert speakers shared with the audience the tiny architects BEmSNEERREHESNMAE - EUJDL/{#“\H%#?E gyl
and underwater engineers living in nature and the close M MEEFEENEBLIRARRES

relationship between human and biodiversity. Staff clearly showed the insects and provided comprehensive information

to participants, to arouse their interest in wildlife and awareness towards
our natural environment.

REREE
Kids Reading Club
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Children attentively listened to the nature's story, while Summer Interns also
taught them how to make their own handicrafts step by step.
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now more about Dragonflies,
Butterflies, Wetland Interactive
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“Family Farming Experience Programme" Kids" Summer Day Camp at Wetland
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In this summer, 'Kids' Summer Day Camp at Wetland' took our kids into the
nature. Together with the interpreters of the Park, the kids explored the nature
and experienced the nature's wonder.
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A\ ‘Outdoor Ecological Exploration
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Rice grew healthily because of the efforts from
everybody.
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[ can also swell my “gill" like mudskippers do!
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Oh! Let me take a close look at you!
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It is not easy to do transplanting on the soft mud! m; L ncounter’ 0BT ke BEET aNater Quality Test
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Kids are creative - they use the rice grains, leaves e ke 1o se.re s e i T
and stems to make a drawing! T
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" The 11" Summer Internship Programme

SE6RE8H » 17 IRE 11 AAMABIRERRNFASLET
AFENEBRNAREREEHE - AEEEBEEARNE
(IiRE - B EARNSERRAREE  EhERAEFIRD -
TR EmE AR - MR E B EIES 3,700 /N

Between June and August 2016, 17 students from 11 tertiary institutions at
home and abroad participated in the HKWP Summer Internship Programme
2016. During their internship, they were assigned to work at different positions
at the Park and assisted in different guided tours and educational activities
to deliver the message of wetland conservation to our visitors. Their total
internship service hours exceeded 3,700 hours in two months!

£ TRERES ) B BELER/BAHER

BEZLGERAEAEARR BEET BRI RERNRY - ATERBAR/MERRE
BRE Fﬁ  BUE—BERERHN R - REARER -

&, | Interns showed the amazing wetlands Interns introduced the secrets of nature to our
Every week, interns assisted our staff to our visitors in the guided tours. young visitors in the "Kids Reading Club" with an
to clean Crocodile Pui Pui's home, aim to foster their love of nature from early ages.

creating a Five Star "home" for her!

(RY EARMNBUEE  BEEEMB5 K T =EFEHE
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particpated in the
Summer Day Camp,
sharing the fun of
the nature with kids.

Apart from providing services at different positions, interns
completed 3 different projects:

(1). Research Project on Participation Patterns of New Volunteers
(2). Research on Visitor Behaviour in Galleries

(3). Research Project on Plant Signage in Wetland Reserve of HKWP

BEERABEHRETERED
ZENREHEE -
Interns invited our visitors to
complete questionnaire regarding
plant interpretive signs in our
wetland reserve area.

E B 1

EE42WmEEH
M BENEE -
Interns were absorbed
in counting the
visitors' flow.

BHEBRAZNTARML  FERRASRBUNA  BELHEHREEESER !

Heartfelt thanks to all of our interns for their hard work this summer! We hope that they could make full use of what they learnt
\ to strive for greater contributions to wetland conservation.
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Volunteer Activities

E1MH2HRBERECTFE  BHREE CHER
AR BEE S o

Our volunteers participated in the mudflat enhancement
work which involved removal of unwanted weeds and
stones, to welcome the visit of migratory birds.

EANTRNZEEMERE R
TERRBEE  BRES -
Energetic Girl Guides were dedicated
to preparing for the "Go Green
Badge" Assessment.

LE@M %Iﬁfrfwﬁﬂ-ﬂﬁﬁgj
TREP—EHER
Volunteers enjoyed the Autumn volunteer gathering.

.
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New volunteers from the Hong Kong Young Ambassadors, and the Crested
Bulbul Club of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society, were acquiring
wetland knowledge so as to provide services at the Park.

BUHEREEBZHHUPINT AR ET
PONEER o BRI AN IR B )
MEREERANT # - ir SRS
MEBN—HRCLRAREDEIZ -

Wetland Eco-tour Guides visited Shing Mun
Country Park for field study. They had a deeper
understanding of the relationship between
butterflies and plants in the visit. They are
eager to share some interesting stories of
nature with you at the Park!

Y et
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In the past spring and summer, we collected many great
photos of animals and plants from our visitors. The

outstanding entries were shared with visitors at our “Wetland
Sanpshot" gallery.

A BEH

Chestnut Bob . —
(% 818 A XEXBS
Photo by : Lau Siu Kuen) Fork-tailed Sunbird

( #E8Z Photo by : Terence Yuen)

A T
Indian Lotus
(&% Photo by : Evans Lau)

A Pk
Jumping spider
(B%  BREg -
Photo by : Chan Sin Hang) A BT RS
SRS Sca;lfzt Basker
Common Jay (##%2 Photo by: E So)

( #%%2 Photo by : Lee Cheuk Sum)

ZBIM Visitor’s Code

O RIFERIEZE » 2B - 758 ; O Keep quiet, do not shout or run in the Park;
O RIFERIEH * B IRIEE ; O Keep the air clean and do not smoke;
O AEELABENEE » ISRMBEFS © Do not picnic in the Park or leave any food in outdoor areas;
&» O ERBRITERRFE B THE - IZRIEER ;O No littering. Put litter into litter bins or take it with you;
v L O JUNBEERE - N7 HER O Take care of children, do not climb over fences;
is O EERM @ thAWIE ; O Help to protect the exhibits and do not damage them;
O AEIFEeEREY - A ERIBaiEiEa) ; O Do not pick or damage plants, do not disturb or catch animals;
O I EFRBEDY - £EEPFEEHE YY) - © Do not touch wild birds, their feathers or droppings.
BENEBERE R Wash hands after the visit; and

O FEHEETY) - B - BHRE - BiRaEayy  © Do not bring animals, bicycle, scooter, skateboard and roller/ B

rollerblades into the Park, except guide dogs accompanying visually- -

5. NEEALE: BEREBALZEEARS e, P A
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