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Upstream —

Downstream
Wetlands Connect Us All
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A wide variety of ecosystems can be found
along river basins, which are breeding or
growing places for many animals and plants,
forming complex ecological webs.
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Vegetation along river and stream can protect
soil and maintain water quality,
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Water flows to reservoirs through catchments.
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Rain water is temporarily stored In the alluvial
plan and floodpiain.
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Floodplain is formed by sediment deposition
at the downstream. Since the sediments.
contained organic matter, soil in the Noodplain is
more fertile and suitable for farming, Therefore
floodplain is eften tumed into agricultural land.
Yuen Long See Mew Rice in the past and
Wiater Cress that can be found today are well
known products of such wetlands,
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Parties 1o the ‘Comvention of
Wettands' (COP10) in 2008
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Mai Po inner Deep Bay in Hong Kong was ksted as
a Ramsar Site n 1985
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2 Feburary in every year is marked as the "World Wetlands
Day". It commemorates the date of signing the “Convention of
Wetlands' (also refers as ‘Ramsar Convention'), on 2 February
1971 in Ramsar, Iran. On this date in each year, many places
have organised a series of celebration events as part of public
awareness programme to promote a positive attitude towards
conservation of wetland resources.

The theme of the World Wetlands Day 2009 & 'Upstream
— Downstream: Wetlands Connect Us All', it aims to
promote the understanding of importance of river basins, their
ecology, usage and management.
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Summary of a river. model from upstream to:downstream)
often found in Hong Kong
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Wetlands —
Our Most Treasured
Freshwater Resource

Water is basic to all ecosystems. Since ancient time, river
basins including rivers and lakes have been important
freshwater resources for human. Invaluable freshwater
resources are collected, stored for human usage. Thercfore.,
conservation of river basin
is important.
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A river basin is the total area of land drained by a river. It
consists of all types of water bodies, such as mainstream,
tributaries, lakes and swamps. Tributaries join the mainstream
and carry sediments to the estuarine. As the topography
of downstream is gentler, &

sediments gradually deposited
and formed floodplains with
fertile soil,
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River and stream provide water for migation.
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The topography of the downstream is
gentle, some areas have been converted into
ﬁs‘lponds
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Mangrove and mudfiat at river mouth are
breeding and nursery grounds for wildife.
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Some people five along the riverside.
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River can be an important means of
transportation.
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Most industries need water.
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Waste water is discharged after treatment to
enimise the impact on the environment.
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River is a good place for leisure, such as
fishing, bird watching and photo taking, It has
social-economic benefits.
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Most of the rivers and streams in Hong Kong
are designated within country parks, water
resources are being protected, people can
akso appreciate the natural beauty,

Human civilisation was originated along river basins. Long
ago, human settlements and societies have been developed
along rivers, in order to obtain freshwater, utilise the fertile
soil for farming, and use rivers as an important means of
transportation, Thus, rivers are important to social and
economic development.

Most of the world populations live in river basins. In Hong
Kong, although there is no large river and large natural water
body, there are streams and rivers. Many places in Hong Kong
are located in river basins, such as, Tai Po, Sha Tin, Yuen Long,
Fanling, Sheung Shui and Tung Chung, etc. These places are
occupied by human setements over thousand years.
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Who Manages River Basin ?

What happens in the river basin, for good or bad, is closely affected by how we treat the natural
resources — the soll. air, water; plants and animals, After all, we are the beneficianies.

Many of the human activities have impacts on the river basin either directly or indirectly,
for instance, over-storage or wasteful use of water, activities causing introduction of exotic
species, over-fishing, activities causing water pollution and urbanisation. Qur habits and
decisions are affecting the river basin. Similarly the emvironment of river basin is affecting us

too.

healthy environment.
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. Wetland Conservation
=) Starts with Me
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Crerish and reuse water, For exampe, reuse the water
aher wiashing rice for watering plams,
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D0 ot leave the water tp runnng whie you e

your 1:&'\, washing your hands, dlothes or cleaning
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Collect suficient load of dothes or dshes before washig,
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Tk shower rstead of bazh 3 use i low-Tiow shower head.
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Impierient Tivronmenta 4 s Reduce, Reuse, Recyde,
Repixc.
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Srare your opirion o1 wise uie of water rescurces and
relted enviromental s

‘mﬁ&ﬂﬁﬂ;‘!ﬂm!i?{'

Share your knowledge abous the importince of river basin
with your famiy and frends,

Qur care, awareness and participation in the
management and sustainable development of river will
ensure that wetlands are well managed, leading to a
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
itk Address : EAEHRFOKERL QM
: Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai,
New Territories, Hong Kong

I Fax 12617 1158
A4 Website : www.wetlandpark.gov.bk
© 2009 FEFELE Hong Kong Wettand Park
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River Tidbits

It i common that a river flows through
many countries, For instance, the
downstream of Lancang River located
in China is named Mekang in Vietnam;
the upsiream of Brahmaputra River in
India is named Yarlung Zangbo River
in China, Also, the Europe’s Danube is
origined from Germany, after flowing
across many countries, the river ends
up flowing into Romanian's Black Sex.
There are at beast 261 known river basins
that ¢ross national boundaries. 1o solve
the challenge on transboundary issues,
Intermational management strategies which
involve cooperation of relevant countnes
or regions are applied, for example:
Integrated River Basin Management
{IRBM) and Integrated Water Resource
Management (IWRM),
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