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© Although small in area, Hong Kong has recorded more than
550 bird species, representing more than one third of the
total number of species recorded in mainland China.

© Birds have different living habitat preferences: water birds
favour wetlands such as mudflats and swamps; terrestrial
birds favour woodlands and open country; some birds such
as sparrows adapt well to urban environments.

© The number of birds in Hong Kong reaches its peak during
winter when many migratory birds are visiting Hong Kong.
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Why do migratory birds come to Hong Kong?
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© Hong Kong is blessed with various natural habitats allowing
different types of birds to find a suitable home easily.

© Hong Kong is also a stopover point along the East Asian —
Australasian Flyway, one of the main bird flyways. Thus many
migratory birds pass through here on their way, or spend
their winters here.
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Migratery Birs . Plyways

RTEERRERE?
Why do birds migrate?
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C Severely cold winter at higher latitudes in the northern

hemisphere causes depleted food supply. Thus birds have
to migrate to the warmer south to search for food.

© They travel back to the north to breed in the next spring.

© Seasonal migration to cope with the environmental
changes can increase chances of survival.
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East Asian — Australasian Flyway

Some migratory
stopovers
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What are the challenges to migratory birds?
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© Exhausted migratory birds need suitable roosting and

feeding stopovers in their long migration journey.

© Migratory birds may get lost and spend extra energy under

inclement weather conditions, such as typhoon, on their

migration route.

© Migratory birds are threatened by human activities like

deforestation and land reclamation, which greatly destruct

their habitats.
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According to the migratory habits of birds, we may classify
birds in Hong Kong into the following major categories:

iBISEERS Passage Migrants  E5 Residents
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BEERREMNRE Stay in Hong Kong all year

Pass through Hong Kong during
their migration

B {RE Summer Visitors
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£{ZE Winter Visitors
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Arrive Hong Kong in spring and
leave in autumn
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Arrive Hong Kong in autumn
and leave in spring
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Importance of wetlands to birds
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Approximately 40% of Hong Kongs bird species depend on
wetland habitats for their survival, as wetlands provide them with:
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Habitat
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- Breeding grounds Hiding places
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Bird watching at Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Over 270 bird species have been recorded in the 61-hectare Hong
Kong Wetland Park which features diverse habitats including
freshwater marshes, mangroves, intertidal mudflats, reed marshes,
woodlands and shrublands. Months between autumn and the next
spring are the best time here for bird watching.
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Birding ethics
O BAnEBTETERS

Observe and photograph birds without disturbing them
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Avoid chasing or flushing birds, walk slowly and quietly
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Stay on paths to avoid trampling on fragile habitats
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Wear subdued colours to keep hidden from birds
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Exemplify and educate others on birding ethics

Eﬁﬂﬂﬂ. Hnng l(ong Wetland Park

ew Territories, Hong Kong
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Common Birds of Hong Kong Wetland Park =

& 51 . BB Resident D &Z{&E Winter Visitor
Keys © E{&E Summer Visitor FHBFEHER Spring/

Autumn Passage Migrant
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BEMESENSE FREERR 45-51 cm REEERS 40-47 cm BARMES 35-90cm EfEHEE 50-60cm /\HEFR 25-29 cm B&E%E 16.5-18cm EHEEFE 28cm EE (FM) 44-66cm
Measuring method for a& Eurasian Wigeon Tufted Duck Black-winged Stilt o Eurasian Curlew Little Grebe White Wagtail Black-collared Starling Black Kite

birds' body length @ Mareca penelope (W] Aythya fuligula (W] Himantopus himantopus () Numenius arquata (W] Tuchybaptus ruficollis Motacilla alba (W] Gracupica nigricollis Milous migrans (W]
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Chinese name Body length
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English name Status A

Scientific name ) #HAPe 34-38 cm EBEREE 50-100cm RS 42-45 cm HERR 16cm ALE% 18-20.5cm BEXR 11-12cm LR BRI 1921 cm
RIREEE 60-785cm Eurasian Teal Great Cormorant Pied Avocet Common Kingfisher Red-whiskered Bulbul White-rumped Munia Masked Laughingthrush Oriental Magpie Robin
Black-faced Spoonbill Anas crecca (W] Phalacrocorax carbo (W] Recurvirostra avosetta () Alcedo atthis (W] Pycnonotus jocosus Lonchura striata Pterorhinus perspicillatus Copsychus saularis
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K% 80-104 cm NI 55-65 cm &85 50-66 cm BfERS 2833cm BES 1921 cm BRgaE3R 2728 cm BZEE 19cm HIX® 12cm e A% 20-25cm LA’ 15cm
Great Egret ' Little Egréi o Northern Pintail White-breasted Waterhen Common Sandpiper White-throated Kingfisher Chinese Bulbul Scaly-breasted Munia Long-tailed Shrike Daurian Redstart
Apdon albe o Egretta garzetta o Anas acuta (W] Amaurornis phoenicurus Actitis hypoleucos (W] Halcyon smyrnensis Pycnonotus sinensis (W] Lonchura punctulata Lanius schach Phoenicurus auroreus (D
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=B 9098cm A 42-52cm EMERE 43-56cm 2ok2% 30-38cm HMES 30-35cm & 25cm BMRAIE%E 19-21 cm EIEEE 12-14cm BFEEHIg 27.5-30 cm MRS (HBE) 10-115em
Grey Heron Chinese Pond Heron Northern Shoveler Common Moorhen Common Greenshank Pied Kingfisher Sooty-headed Bulbul Yellow-bellied Prinia Spotted Dove Swinhoe's White-eye
Ardea cinerea (W] Ardeola bacchus (W] Spatula clypeata (W) Gallinula chloropus (W] Tringa nebularia (W Ceryle rudis Pycnonotus aurigaster Prinia flaviventris Spilopelia chinensis Zosterops simplex 9
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