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IN Hong Kong, we can watch —
butterflies throughout the year Great Mormon

due to the warm climate, as well as the presence of
diverse habitats. There are over 230 butterfly
species in Hong Kong and more than
160 have been recorded in Hong
Kong Wetland Park. The Butterfly
Garden in Hong Kong Wetland
Park is planted with various larval
food plants and nectar plants,
and becomes an ideal place for
observing butterflies. This leaflet
illustrates the body structure, life cycle,
food sources and the behaviour of
the butterflies commonly found in
Hong Kong Wetland Park.
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Butterflies belong to the insect Order Lepidoptera.

"Lepidoptera" is a Greek word, meaning "scaled wing".

The wings of the butterfly are covered by tiny scales,

and these scales give rise to the colours and patterns

on the wings. The other parts of the butterfly’s body
are also covered with scales or bristles.
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BREEE Body Structure

B & Adult
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© iER 5 A Clubbed antennae
FR{ED B m bk & “F 1 To smell and balance

@ &R Compound eyes
A/ NRARRK - BEIFRRERE ~ TUR AR KRS
Composed of numerous ommatidia for detecting colour,
shape, light and motion

© 1% O 28 Proboscis
F{ERBREE R Y For feeding on liquid food

O PE Wings
FAYETR 1T I ¥ To fly and balance

O E Legs
RERK - b - 17 - BR ¢ 3D miER KA1
R
For attaching, standing, walking and finding food; some
butterflies have vestigial forelegs

#h&k Caterpillar (Larva)
G| =il
Head Spiracle

a2 g

Thoracic legs Prolegs

.
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e 4 N
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’ & Wing Head
i - A b
Suspended pupa REa Girdled pupa

ﬁ% Food

REZHB R S EEMNE/E/TE/R
Most larvae feed on stem/leaf/flower/fruit of
particular plant species g

1t% Nectar

|\'

& Tree sap

Hot¥ Dropping

w
&R /& Sap of rotten fruit

7K Water
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Butterflies are insects that undergo complete metamorphosis.
There are 4 stages (egg, larva, pupa, and adult) in their life

cycle.
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SHIRNE T EH
Life cycle of the Plain Tiger

O i —RIEDH BT EEY LED -

The female usually lays eggs on larval food plants.

O HBroh@BRATEEWMNE - EHE  BHLhE

EARY  SHRER(WYR) - BEEREH K
RCRER - BTETERNYIN -
Most larvae feed on leaves, stems or flowers of their food
plants while some are carnivores, feeding on tiny insects
like aphids. The larval stage is a time for feeding, moulting
and constant growth.

The larvae will metamorphose into adult in the pupa.

O NLAMBEXBESREBRE - REET—
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Emerged butterflies will find mates with courtship
behaviours for reproduction.

$ED
ij ’Tvﬁﬂ Defence Mechanisms

BENEKEERTSZIFEENRE  wMeH
BEEHAREBD °

Butterflies are vulnerable to attacks from predators in all
stages of their life cycle. They protect themselves by different
means.

FixHBEHEEEAN
Larvae of skippers hide inside
the rolled up leaf shelter
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Pupae of Chocolate Royal

secrete nectar to rear ants as

their “soldiers” for protection

— S B ERERE AR RE
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Camouflage that blends into the
surroundings

RUES FNEREESR
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Common Tiger has bright
warning colour to warn predators
that they are poisonous

MBaRMERENEBSRK
BEMmAER

Spiny features on the larvae can
scare away predators

Bl 2h &) R A MR -
FHWERERERR
Osmeterium that protrudes from
Swallowtail larvae release bad
odour, so that their predators
would lose their appetite

B B AR 4 8 S M A
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Larvae may escape by a strand
of silk when in danger

B K HY BRI A B 2R R
Big eyespots can scare away
predators

BRPERFHEA - MR
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COFER gL

Caudal processes and eye
spots form a false head

to deceive predators,
avoiding direct attacks

to the head

BUESHNHRREAS
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(3 poisonous)

Some non-poisonous butterflies
may mimic the colours and wing
patterns of poisonous butterflies
to discourage predators

(#£3 non-poisonous)
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Tips for Butterfly Watching

Q@ 46 ARI0- 1M ARBESENAD -
The best months for butterfly watching are from April to
June and October to November.

Q@ UI7EREWEREIN - 2hEk - HAIRKER o
Do not collect eggs, larvae, pupae or adult of butterflies.
Q =EEY - Erg R MINRYRIR o
Protect the plants and vegetations as they may be the
food sources for butterflies.

#7821 /) B Hong Kong Wetland Park

B RRKEE A BB
Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai,
New Territories, Hong Kong

BiE Tel: 3152 2666 {HE Fax: 3152 2668
#1E Website: www.wetlandpark.gov.hk
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Butterfly Garden of

BURF} Swallowtails (Papilionidae)

BURF} Swallowtails (Papilionidae)

PRIEF} Nymphs (Nymphalidae)

PSR Nymphs (Nymphalidae)

FER} Yellows, Whites (Pieridae)

Wﬂ%ﬁl Blues (Lycaenidae) W(ﬁ%ﬁl Blues (Lycaenidae)

HOl‘lg KOIlg Wetland Park EHR IR Peacock Pansy £ DI Plain Tiger FUIE B Mottled Emigrant
(Junonia almana) (Danaus chrysippus) (Catopsilia pyranthe)

BRI A E A TR R HE S o BIkE

302,000 F 75K - A& T R 5| R ) S iE 58
WIEY) - SR RIS R S AR TR E R R R 5E -
Th Hong Kong Wetland Park provides habitats

e for diverse wildlife. The Butterfly Garden
covers 2,000m? of land and various plants are HhREEEY HREEEY HBEEEY SHBEEEY HBREEEY AT EEN HRFEEY
cultivated to attract diverse butterfly species. Visitors Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant
can leisurely watch butterflies dancing around in this %% Banana Shrub RSt KEX B HI BIORA + = e
Butterfly Garden. Michelia figo Shiny-leaved Pricky Ash Hygrophila salicifolia Blood-flower Winged Cassia Pop-gun Seed Maesa perlarius

Zanthoxylum nitidum Asclepias curassavica Senna alata Bridelia tomentosa

X 2} Skippers (Hesperiidae
FRIB ¥ Common Sailer 4] 554 Common Indian Crow EREE R Common Grass Yellow ﬁm*:l’ Pp (Hesp )
(Neptis hylas) (Euploea core) (Eurema hecabe)
= HIF % Bush Hopper
(Ampittia dioscorides)
\
R (1) Adult (Female) hBRFEEY METFEY hBTFEEY hWBREFEEY MmBEFEEY MBETEEY
Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant B TEY
mﬁ ﬂﬂ% Mandarin EEE% {Eﬁiﬁ’,_\aj_ #‘Hﬂﬁ*@ igﬁﬂl ﬁ(ﬁﬁﬁﬂt Larval Food Plant
B il Citrus reticulata Thin Evodia False Groundnut Chinese Banyan Pop-gun Seed Kandelia obovata o
utterfly Garden Melicope pteleifolia Desmodium heterocarpon Ficus microcarpa Bridelia tomentosa Rice

Oryza sativa

DI Great Eggfly /NEIR 1 Dark-brand Bush Brown HAFEHIE Indian Cabbage White
(Hypolimnas bolina) (Mycalesis mineus) (Pieris canidia) E F 1% Grass Demon
(Udaspes folus)
H@RTFEEY MBFFEY HhBFEEY HBRFEEY HBFEEY hE@RFEEY MBS EEY
Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant Larval Food Plant
ME ST HERER MR FHHE S ORER MEE o0
‘_ S Shiny-leaved Prickly Ash India Birthwort Chinese Banyan Goose Grass Bitter Cress Retuse-leaved Crotalaria Ginger Lily
ﬁg ':F' A0 Zanthoxylum nitidum Aristolochia tagala Ficus microcarpa Eleusine indica Cardamine flexuosa Crotalaria retusa Hedychium coronarium
Visitor Centre entrance



