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them up! Read the table below and you would find out their
general differences.
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Both dragonflies and damselflies belong to the Order
Odonata and are known as dragonflies.
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Odonates are carnivores. They prey on insects, including A P{riBo)EEt

W

*a E mosquitoes, flies and aphids, and are important in B Size | BIfRAT L @ Males fly up high or perch af obvious sites fo show off monthe gﬁixurim of
maintaining the ecological balance. Relatively robust Relatively slimmer their bright colour to attract females Eh%lg_?f: oEf @ The process of fransforming from larva to  dragonfly after
@ They can be found in different wetland habitats such as iy B o o E B YN =t @ During mating, the male uses its anal appendage clasper Dragonfiy adult  through moulting is  called ~ moulling
ponds, marshes, woodland streams and open water. Respiration | Rectal gill Caudal gill to grasp the female’s back of the head or prothorax. The “emergence”.
inside the outside the female will bend its abdomen forward to attach its @ The larva will climb up to aquatic plant or rock surface
body body genitalia at the tip to the male’s secondary genitalia " before emergence fo avoid getting wet.
é% where sperms are temporarily stored. g [t takes several hours for the body to harden and the
. é é - The mating shape of odonates is very unique. It dragonfly cannot move affer emergence. Hence, it will
— R /3" FYE8 Adult sometimes looks like a "heart” and is termed as “wheel” IB%E L E={EREER - B [N #RE] B o choose to emerge when there are fewer predators, such

N EERUE RiIRE2 &7 BERUSize | BUAHE B\ in English. e AKPEE  WLARIR - HfIZ2HERT as the period from dusk to dawn.
W[Uj CAN 040%%2‘:35 More robust Generally small BKEEN) - B0 - DmAlmet .
catch insects aqilely? BEbps | caommioe SRDBRE ERZSIMRAEREASENNEE  EBFIEES B 4984 1\AS T K2 PRI Dragonfiy Watching Tips and Code
q 17 Eyes are generally Eye are widely 215XKENR BB IO . EEeEeEETIEESE -
I BERESEEE  EPETSEERES not separated separated PREEREXIRLE D NistotE - EMHE - FTEtRERERIE - BEBEY Use binoculars and dragonfly field guides
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TP - NG i Dragonflies go through incomplete metamorphosis Stream Walk, Life Zone, Succession Walk and Wildside
Forewings and Forewings and <
hindwings are dissimilar | hindwings are similar which consists of three life stages. Walk of Hong Kong Wefland Park are ideal places fo
i in shape and size in shape and size ‘ : observe odonates
@ Odonates have slender bodies and P P Larvae are generally aquatic and breathe by gills. They . ESUSABIEMP -
eo;fh of Tcr;ew wings cok?l cloﬁ in ggﬁgg_@ V%iﬁr%f%ﬁpread ot %;%%B@@ﬁ%%i% prey on a variety of aquatic animals, such as mosquito Do not disturb dragonflies when watching them.
different directions, enabling them gerct ing Us:ally hold their wings larvae, small fish and tadpoles.
esture
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to fly swiftly in various directions.
@ Odonates have large compound
eyes with excellent eyesight and «
wide field of vision
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Larvae have to moult when they ouigrow their
exoskeleton. They will moult 8 to 15 times until
emergence.

The duration for each stage varies with different species,
food supply. region and climate.
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Common Dragonflies in
Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Method for measuring length of dragonflies
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