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What is a pond? \
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You can find different sizes of
ponds at Life Zone, Dipping Pond,

Walk in the Wetland Reserve.
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Where to find ponds in Hong Kong Wetland Park?
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Succession Walk and Wildside Succession Walk

Dipping Pond
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A pond is a typical type of wetlands. Generally speaking, the capacity and depth of a
pond are much less than that of a lake. Sunlight can usually penetrate through to reach
the bottom. A pond is suffered less from wave destruction and the bottom of a pond
is usually covered with mud. The water temperature of a pond is fairly even from the
surface to the bottom. However, the amount of dissolved oxygen in the pond water
may also change dramatically within a day as a result of a change of air temperature.

A pond is a treasury of living organisms. It allows different kinds of aquatic organisms
to live therein and to reproduce their offspring. Water is crucial to the survival of
organisms living in a pond. Aquatic plants carry out photosynthesis to produce
nutrients and oxygen. They also provide comfortable habitats for small animals living
therein. The residents in those aquatic plants include aquatic animals such as larva of
dragonflies and damselflies, fishes, terrapins and tadpoles.
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How can you find pond life?
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When you get closer to a pond, you can easily spot signs of aquatic life. For more details of
pond life, please refer to the overleaf.
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Get closer to the bank. You may find dragonflies resting on the tips of small branches.
Dragonflies like patrolling around their territories regularly to ensure no invasion by
enemies. If you are quiet, you can hear frog calls from bushes nearby.
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Look at the water surface. You may find water skaters floating around. The movement of
their middle legs and hind legs produce numerous ripples on a pond surface.
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In the water, small fishes swim quickly, like children frolicking on a playground. On the
contrary, the freshwater snails wander leisurely at the bottom of the pond.
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Do ponds only furnish organisms living in water?

competition.

stages in order to fully utilise the resources while reducing the possibility of intra-species
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Certainly not! Some organisms live in water all the time in their life cycle, such as fishes, while }\ \"!' J .ff
some are aquatic in the larval stage but land-based in the adult stage, such as dragonflies. In ""\L'{;;. <ty Y7 -i\;
contrast, some lay eggs above water but return to water after hatching, such as golden apple ‘3\# \\{ \ £
snails. In many aquatic organisms, their structures, habits and foods are different between ' v Wl 4
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Where to find more ponds?
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You can find ponds at many places. They can be formed
naturally, such as pools, water accumulated at low-lying lands.
Or they can be man-made, such as ponds in urban parks,
reservoirs, irrigation ponds of crop fields. All types of ponds
furnish different kinds of aquatic life awaiting us to explore.
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Rules of observing aquatic life
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Be quiet to avoid disturbing wildlife
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Bring binoculars, camera and notebook to
observe and record the features of wildlife
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Wear long-sleeve clothes and trousers
o BBFRENERY  KRFLRERS

Bring enough food, water and sunblock
o RERIRT - BRECHNIRSE

Take away your rubbish
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Variegated Flutterer (Dragonfly)
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Common Bluetail (Damselfy)
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Eggs of Golden Apple Snail
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