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Wildlife Highlights = Birds
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Birds in Hong Kong
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Hong Kong, though it is commonly known for its
skyscrapers, it also has an impressive record of
biodiversity. There are 480 species of birds, which
accounts for about one-third of the species found in
China. Among these species, about 20% are
residents and 60% are migrants. These migrants are
excellent travellers flying from the frozen north, for
example, Siberia and Northeastern China. Every
year they fly southwards for food and shelter in
winter and return to their breeding grounds in the
north at early spring.
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Why is Hong Kong rich in bird diversity?
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Hong Kong is a coastal city at Southeast China, it also
lies on the East-Asian Australasian Flyway of migratory 4
birds. The flyway extends from as far north as Siberia,
which is a breeding ground of these migratory birds, to
as far south as Australia and New Zealand. Hong Kong
is a major stopover point for ‘refueling’ on the flyway,
and is a wintering destination for over 100,000
migratory birds each year. Hong Kong is also located
between the Palaearctic, Oriental and Australian
regions. This is a biogeographic advantage for a rich
diversity of bird species.
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The wide range of local natural habitats contribute to

the diversity of birds. For example, woodlands and %ﬁmﬂmﬁ&”;m‘,

scrublands are important habitats for fruit- and
insect-eating birds; wetlands including mudflats,
mangroves, reedbeds, coastal areas and fishponds
support a diversity of fish and aquatic organisms. All of
these contribute to the rich waterbird diversity.
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Potential Threats to Bird Migration
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Birds migrate to escape the freezing winter by seeking food and shelter in warmer areas. The greatest
enemies they face are habitat loss and habitat degradation. Pollution, in forms of industrial effluents and
domestic sewage, poses serious threats to waterbirds. With increasing population and rapid economic
development, reclamation took place due to a huge demand for land along coastal China, which further
reduced habitats for the migratory waterbirds. In recent decades, large areas of natural wetlands in these
regions were converted to fishponds. This has resulted in the loss of intertidal mudflat as well as feeding
grounds for waterbirds.

In addition, the feeding and roosting sites of waterbirds are also disturbed by other human activities such as
tourism and mudskipper trapping.
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What Can We Do?
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Hong Kong is blessed to be one of the important hubs of the migratory flyway. We can watch bird at different
places and time of the year. To ensure ecological sustainability, we should put our best effort to conserve our
natural resources. In addition to conserving natural )
habitats through legal protection and urban planning,
we can also help by learning how to identify birds and
participate in regular bird monitoring activities. Bird |
monitoring provides baseline data for management |
authority to take necessary conservation actions.

The Hong Kong Wetland Park is one of the best [ir
models of habitat conservation. There are various !
types of managed habitats including woodland,
shrubland, reedbed, wet agricultural land, freshwater
marsh, mangrove and mudfiat. These diverse habitats
support a variety of bird species. By the end of 2007, o mﬁnﬂaﬂzﬁi i‘*ﬂmﬁmg
a total of 217 species have been recorded. This d Park has a variety of wetiand habitats for
account for 50% of the bird species in Hong Kong. diﬁerenttypesofbirds
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The following is a checklist (updated by the end of 2007 ) of bird species that have been recorded in the
Hong Kong Wetland Park. Please * / " in the appropriate place(s) and count your observation record.

gthame ?nﬁi?ﬂﬁi’sgs)nﬂﬁc Name) gtt?tus g;mnam ?nﬁgﬂgﬁmﬁc Name) ?I;Ruls
/SR Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) R KRR Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) R
[ Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) w =E- 3] Eurasian Coot (Fulica atra) w
R Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) w Ikt Pheasant-tailed Jacana (Hydrophasianus chirurgus) M
TR Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) R.AM Fo <] Greater Painted-snipe (Rostratula benghalensis) MR
*E8 Great Egret (Egretta alba) R BRI Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus) w
hEE Intermediate Egret (Egretta intermedia) AMW FERE Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) w
pIN=1 Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) R EmER Oriental Pratincole (Glareola maldivarum) M
SEHKE Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) Su REEFH Northern Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) w
b3 4 Chinese Pond Heron (Ardecla bacchus) R B Grey-headed Lapwing (Vanellus ci ) w
75 1 Striated Heron (Butorides striatus) Su KB Pacific Golden Plover (Pluvialis fulva) MW
R Black-crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) R BB (Bt  Grey Plover (Pluvialls squatarola) w
HER Yellow Bittern (Ixobrychus sinensis) M.Su SHER Little Ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius) WR
2EW Cinnamon Bittemn (Ixobrychus cinnamomeus) M BWS Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) w
-] Black Bittern (Dupetor flavicollis) M EaE Lesser Sand Plover (Charadrius mongolus) M
KRS Greal Bittern (Bolaurus stellaris) w RS Greater Sand Plover (Charadrius leschenaultii) M
BER Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) w RERE Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) w
RisER Black-faced Spoonbill (Platalea minor) w G Whimbrel (Numenius phasopus) M
RIS Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) w Bk Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arquata) w
Teias Baikal Teal (Anas formosa) w es Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus) w
5] Common Teal (Anas crecca) w FIEORA Common Redshank (Tringa totanus) w
v ] Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) w EES Marsh Sandplper (Tringa stagnatilis) w
il g ] Spot-billed Duck (Anas poecilorhyncha) w FRIRG Common Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) w
itEm Northemn Pintail (Anas acuta) w NEER Nordmann's Greenshank (Tringa guttifer) w
HE®W Garganey (Anas querquedula) MW HIERE Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) w
e Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeats) w HES Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) w
LGy L Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) w RS Terek Sandpiper (Xenus cinereus) M
1 0Rm) Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) w SRS Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) w
2R (ROHRHE) Black Baza (Aviceda leuphotes) M,Su R (RS Grey-talled Tatller (Heteroscelus brevipes) M
R Black-wingwd Kite (Elanus caeruleus) o il -} Eurasian Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) M
B R Crested Honey Buzzard (Pemnis ptilorhynchus) ~ AM StRE/ KDt Pintail / Swinhoe's Snipe (Gallinago stenura/G.megala) M,W
SR () Black Kite (Mifvus migrans) WR BRI Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) w
=fiE White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) R poL £ ] Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) -
(- Crested Serpent Eagle (Spilornis cheela) MR RS Asian Dowitcher (Limnodromus semipaimatus) M
TR Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) SpM FIRERER Red Knot (Calidris canulus) M
] Pied Harrier (Circus melanoleucos) AM FIELy 1] Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) M
EEES CRE) Eastern Marsh Harrier (Circus spilonolus) w /KR Little Stint (Calidris minuta) M
R Crested Goshawk (Accipiter trivirgatus) R sRRS Temminck's Stint (Calidris temminckil) M
ARAEE Chinese Goshawk (Accipiter soloensis) SpM ERHRRS Long-toed Stint (Calidris subminuta) M
BANER Japanese Sparrowhawk (Accipiter gularis) M RERE Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata) M
£ ] Besra (Accipiter virgatus) R WRES Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) SpM
Fy Eurasian Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) w TRERE Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) M
AR Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) w HIEEER Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) w
RE Greater Spotted Eagle (Aquila clanga) w LTS Oriental Turtle Dove (Streptopelia orientalis) w
=)=1 ] Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) w KBS Red Turtle Dove (Streptopelia tranquebarica) AM
it Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) AMW bt Eurasian Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) -
e Eurasian Hobby (Falco subbuteo) M,Su HIARR Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis)
e Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) RW MBS (F M) Emerald Dove (Chalcophaps indica) R
m|is Chinese Francolin (Francolinus pintadeanus) R KBRS Chestnut-winged Cuckoo (Clamator coromandus) Su
FEE=W Yellow-legged Button-quail (Turnix tanki) M [t Large Hawk Cuckoo (Hierococcyx sparvericides)  Su
TR R Slaty-breasted Rail (Gallirallus striatus) R just 254" Indian Cuckoo (Cuculus micropterus) Su
EiEmng Water Rall (Rallus aquaticus) M RS Oriental Cuckoo (Cuculus saturatus) M
/R Baillon’s Crake (Porzana pusilla) M TR Plaintive Cuckoo (Cacomantis merulinus) Su
I BemR Ruddy-breasted Crake (Porzana fusca) M R Common Koel (Eudynamys scolopacea) Su,R

! EHINERR White-breasted Waterhen (Amauromis phoenicurus) R wzmE Greater Coucal (Centropus sinensis) R

: EE k (Gallicrex ci ) M /VSER Lesser Coucal (Centropus bengalensis) R

#R5Key:

AM: REBEEER Autumn Migrant  M: SHERIEBIER Spring and Autumn Migrant  SpM: FEFRIABHR Spring Migrant OV: fREM Occasional Vistor R 8B Resident Su: HIRB Summer Visitor
W: 28R Winter Visitor - : fiEH/TH Uncerain
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