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Habitat Management in Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Since 2003, habitat management has been started in
the 61-hectare Hong Kong Wetland Park (HKWP).
The aim is to provide various wetland habitats with
enhanced ecological functions and replace the
habitats lost due to development of Tin Shui Wai town.
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Management Measures adopted by HKWP
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Vegetation Management

FARMARR T 2—ERESFI - LE—EEA
RER - TR B « FE - 55 - B « 318)
BERRETT - BREEAI ARSI RNEF -
M—SFAREERRI EHHFEHCI A B ARIRER - 1818
EETMEM SRR ER LIRS TR LR - F
BEEHE - T EASEHEFIRES DT L
REISRKER 5 L5 BMEMEENRKBEFR
HEBRAIH TGRS (BB RERS) 8 HHA
FKTER A/ VKRB E FEIERME - AT  BlEF
EMRMHIERE -

HKWP is not only an eco-tourism attraction, but also a
nature reserve for wildlife. Management of vegetation
(watering, removal of weeds, grass-cutting, fertilising,
planting) is carried out regularly. This keep the visitation
area neat and tidy for enjoyment of visitors while areas
away from the Visitor Centre are maintained a ‘wild' look.
The vegetation is also managed in a way to increase
species diversity for wildlife and maximise wildlife
sighting opportunities for visitors as well. For example,
the surface of mudflat is kept free of weeds for
shorebirds to feed, the freshwater marsh contains dense
aquatic plants for shy waterbirds (e.g. White-breasted
Waterhen) fo hide, and rainwater forms seasonal ponds
among the woodlands for frogs and dragonflies to
breed.
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Mudflat in the Hong Kong wetland Park is kept free of weeds for
shorebirds to feed or to rest
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Hong Kong Wetland Park adopts different measures to
manage habitats for wildlife
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Control of Water Level and Quality
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Water levels of freshwater (marshes and ponds) and
brackish (mudflat) wetlands are maintained at suitable
levels by controlling weirs and pumps. This is crucial for
growth of plants and also for attracting waterbirds.

Wetland Reserve of HKWP has a reedbed filter for
polishing the water quality of freshwater marshes. The
reedbed traps suspended solids and absorbs excessive
nutrients. The water quality is satisfactory since
monitoring has started in 2003.
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Water in freshwater marsh is maintained at suitable levels by
controlling weirs
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Artificial Nests for Wildlife
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Reedbed acts as a natural filter. Water passes through the brick
and oyster shell bed, then the reedbed and finally reaches
freshwater marsh

Since 2003, artificial nest boxes in
different sizes have been installed for
birds. They are successfully used by
Collared Scops Owl, Asian Barred
Owlet, Great Tit and Magpie Robin.
To avoid disturbance to breeding
birds, the boxes are mostly placed
away from the visitation area.
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| Nest boxes in different sizes are used
to attract different species of birds, for

example Collared Scops Owl

Surveyors conduct regular surveys
during breeding season of birds to
monitor the usage of artificial nests
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Bat boxes have also been installed to provide artificial
roosts for bats. Like the bird boxes, the bat boxes are
installed in the woodlands away from visitors, but some
can still be found near the butterfly garden at Wildside
Walk. Japanese Pipistrelles have been recorded roosting
in our bat boxes.
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Removal of Nile Tilapia
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Voluteers are removing Mile-a-minute Weed
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Planting for Habitat Enrichment
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During construction of HKWP, fruit trees were planted for
birds and bats at Stream Walk and Succession Walk.
Larval food plants and nectar plants for butterflies were
planted at Wildside Walk. Tall emergent plants are
planted along the water edges of freshwater marsh to
allow dragonfly nymphs to climb out of water to emerge.
We are continuously adding plants to the site, especially
native species, in order to increase the diversity of
plants.
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Bat box provides roosting places for bats in daytime
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Control of Alien Species
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Removal of alien species from HKWP is a labour -
consuming work. The climber, Mile-a-minute Weed
(Mikania micrantha) can rapidly cover large areas of
trees and shrubs, block the sunlight and eventually kill
the plants undemeath. Mikania can only be effectively
removed by hand, and we rely on our volunteers to
help. Nile Tilapia and Golden Apple Snail are also
notorious alien species, which feed on submerged
plants and floating leaves. We used to regularly
remove them from the ponds.
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A butterfly garden is developed at Wildside Walk to provide
larval food plants and nectar plants for butterflies
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Monitoring
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Regular surveys are conducted to monitor
diversity of birds, fishes, mammals, amphibians,
= reptiles, dragonflies, butterflies, crabs and
é’;?ffsed EriiEBat plants occurring in different habitats in HKWP.
The surveys help us to note seasonal changes
of plants and animals, also the presence of rare
species and the habitats they utilized. The
survey results revealed successfulness of the
re-created wetlands in attracting wildlife, and
identified necessary conservation actions to
improve the habitats.
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Indochinese Forest Rat
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Brown Tree Frog
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Information of wildlife is collected
regularly by staff
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Control of Vsitor Impact
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On weekends; the Park is busy with large number of visitors.
To reduce'visitors’ disturbance to wildlife, tall grass, shrubs or
trees are planted at various locations as screens. Barriers S ST
were installed and notices such as ‘Birds have Ears’ were put Eﬁgf@ﬁ:ﬁfﬁ?u’}nﬁ?i visitors during
up at bird hides remind visitors, so as to minimise their weekends

disturbances.
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