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Ramsar Site
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What are Wetlands?
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The term “wetland” covers a broad range of habitats where land and water meets. According to Ramsar

Convention, wetlands are defined as “areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether natural or artificial,
| permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salty, including areas of marine
! water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters”. Wetlands can be found from high mountain
to coastal area. Some of them are well known to us, for example, mudflat, mangrove, reedbed, gei wai and
1 fishpond.

e origin of Yellow River Water ﬂows a!ong the Mangrove marsh a’l‘the coastal area
floodplain of a river valley

Marsh are in {l

RILEWER?
Why are Wetlands Important?
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Wetlands are one of the most productive ecosystems
in the world. Wetlands provide us freshwater, food,
rice, reed and a variety of vegetables. People also
make use of plant fibers for producing commodities.
In addition to provide us with necessities, wetlands
also supply food and shelters for wildlife.
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Ramsar Convention
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The Ramsar Convention (Convention on Wetlands), is an intergovernmental treaty signed on 2 February
1971 in the Iranian city of Ramsar. It provides the framework for national action and international cooperation
for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources.

By the end of February 2008, 158 contracting parties have signed the convention and 1720 wetland sites
were included in the List of Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar List).
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d Reserve in Vietnam was designated Qinghai Lake, China was
asa Ramsar Site on 20 September 1988 desngnated as a Ramsar Site on 31 March 1992
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Ramsar Site in Hong Kong
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Mai Po Inner Deep Bay was designated as a Ramsar Site on 4 September 1995. This Ramsar Site is located at the
northwestern New Territories. It covers 1540 hectares including intertidal mudflat, mangroves, gei wais, reedbeds
and fishponds. These wetland habitats are homes to a diversity of wildlife.

Ramsar Site is a wetland of international importance
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The asrial photo reproduced with permission of the Director of Lands. @ The Govemment of Hong Kong SAR. Licence No. G02/2007
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Why is Mai Po Inner Deep Bay a Ramsar Site?
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To be designated as a Wetland of International Importance (a Ramsar Site), a wetland must satisfy at least
one of the “criteria” , as adopted by the contracting parties in 1999. The Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramar Site
satisfied four criterias based on conserving biological diversity of waterbirds:

1. Supports vulnerable, endangered, or critically
endangered species or threatened ecological
communities — the Ramsar Site in Hong Kong
regularly holds 23 globally threatened species.
Amongst these, Oriental Stork, Black-faced
Spoonbill and Nordmann's Greenshank are
endangered.

2. Supports populations of plant and/or animal
species important for maintaining the biological
diversity of a particular biogeographic region —
the Ramsar Site in Hong Kong is the type locality *© — = =
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) el ; ; S pulation of Black-faced
maipoensis is an endemic crab species, which is Spoonblll winter at the op Bay area every year
found nowhere else in the world.

3. Supports 20,000 or more waterbirds—the Ramsar
Site in Hong Kong supports a maximum of 70,000
wintering waterbirds in 2006/07 winter.
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4, Regularly supports 1% of the individuals in a
population of one species or subspecies of
waterbird—the Ramsar Site in Hong Kong
supports one-fifth of the known global populations
of Black-faced Spoonbill (Platalea minor) to winter
here. The site also holds regularly over 1% of the
regional populations of Black-headed Gull (Larus
rdibundus) . and Spotted Reds,tlamg (}?ﬁma‘_
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Threats to Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay
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Like other wetlands, the Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site is facing threats caused by urbanisation. The
food chain is affected by the degraded water quality due to discharge of industrial and domestic sewage as
well as organic nutrients from Shenzhen River and Shan Pui River. Other threats include filling up abandoned
of fishponds, industrial and urban development, invasive species and tourism.
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elled mangrove ~Adjacent the Lok Ma Chau wetland is the developed
Shenzhen Special Economic Zone |
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The Role of Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Hong Kong Wetland Park locates between the Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site and Tin Shui Wai town.
It is situated within the Wetland Buffer Zone adjacent to the Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site. It is an
ecological mitigation area to compensate for the loss of wetlands due to urban development and minimise
the impacts on the Ramsar Site by urbanisation. The Hong Kong Wetland Park organises environmental

education activities to raise public awareness on wetland conservation.
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Hong Kong Wetland Park is located between the Mai Po Inner
Deep Bay Ramsar Site and Tin Shui Wai town
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