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his summer, the Hong Kong Wetland Park presents to you “The Miracles of
Fruits and Seeds", a thematic exhibition on the important roles of fruits and
seeds in continuing the life cycles of plants.

Flowers blossom vibrantly in spring every year. The survival and succession of
plants rely much on the tailored structure and way of dispersal of fruits and
seeds that help their offspring to grow in locations where precious resources like
water, nutrients, light and space are more abundant. In this exhibition, you can
see the unique features of different plants and how these plants make use of
their characteristics in spreading offspring. Taking Many-petaled Mangrove and
Kandelia obovata, two common mangroves in Hong Kong, as examples, both
of them reproduce by vivipary, a distinctive way by which the “seed" starts to
germinate and eventually becomes a pen-like propagule when the “fruit" is still
attached to the parent plant. The mature propagule will then detach from the
parent plant and be carried by tidal current to another suitable place before
settling. The early start of growth enables the propagule to overcome the salty
and unstable intertidal environment and to grow up to a young tree once it settles.

You can visit the Wetland Reserve and join our thematic guided tours to get in
touch with common wetland plants while gaining an understanding of their
interesting facts and values. To add colour to your visit, we also organise a range
of fascinating activities, including public lectures, DIY workshops and playgroups,
allowing you to learn more about the uniqueness of different fruits and seeds.
Come and experience the miracles of fruits and seeds!
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Thematic Guided Tours
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“Plant Printing Art" Tote Bag
Workshops
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In this workshop, participants can create art prints
from different wetland plants and make adorable
“Seed Badges" to decorate their tote bags. Come
and fill your own tote bag with knowledge of
plants and conservation messages back home!

Through thematic tours on plants, fruits and seeds, visitors will see the wonderful
biodiversity of the Park. They will learn about the common plants at the Park and gain an
understanding of the characteristics and values of these plants.

S AR IRE

Thematic Interpretation Sessions
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Visitors who are eager to learn more about fruits
and seeds must not miss the interpretation sessions.
Our speakers will explain the unique structures and
interesting ways of dispersal of wetland plants in
layman's terms.
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Playgroups
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In this edutainment Playgroup, kids and
parents alike can learn simple English
expressions and interesting facts about
wetland plants, fruits and seeds through a
series of inspiring games. Come and start your
wetland journey in laughter and music!
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Badge and Origami Workshops
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To nurture kids' sense of creativity and
observation, bring them to our Badge and

Origami Workshop. Let them make a unique
badge or origami and bring it home!
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Summer Puppet Show
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Hong Kong Wetland Park and Art Avenue
jointly present “The Wonderful Journey
of the Little Seed" this summer! What
will Little Seed encounter during his
journey? Don't miss this interesting and
interactive puppet show!
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Public Lectures
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The public lectures tell stories about fruits, seeds and
plants. Through the sharing of our speakers' experience,
participants will learn more about plants and better
understand the importance of conserving wetlands.
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Thematic Guided Tours
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Thematic Interpretation Sessions
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Summer Puppet Show
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Wetland Classroom: Trees, Dragonflies and
Butterflies
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“Plant Printing Art" Tote Bag Workshops
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Wetland Classroom: Trees, Dragonflies & Butterflies
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' . Public Lectures
The classes d|sc.uss all you need.to k.now a.bouF obse.r.vlng wetla.nd A
trees, dragonflies and butterflies, including identification skills, Playgroups
field guides, use of equipment and visit hotspots. Participants
may learn more about wetland B | ' BERBER IS
trees, dragonflies and " Badge and Origami Workshops
butterflies while .
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appreciating these
beautiful creatures.

Photo Collection Activity

FI55 2R For more details, please visit

www.wetlandpark.gov.hk
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Photo Collection Activity
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1/4/2015 - 9/11/2015

1/4/2015 - 9/11/2015

26(7/2015, 2/8/2015, 9/8/2015,
16/8/2015, 30/8/2015

19/4/2015, 2/5/2015, 14/6/2015,
4[7[2015, 22/7/2015, 12/8/2015,
12/9/2015, 20/9/2015

BIARS Trees : 30/5/2015

#58E& Dragonflies : 18/7/2015
WA= Butterflies : 3/10/2015
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23/5/2015, 8/8/2015

5/8/2015, 8/8/2015, 22/8/2015
1/4/2015 - 9/11/2015
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Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays

1/4/2015 - 9/11/2015
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Visitors can receive a souvenir after
submitting a photo of plants or animals
taken in the Park.

#25 Venue
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Wetland Reserve [ Visitor Centre
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Wetland Discovery Centre

ZRRE 2
Multi-function Room 2
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Multi-function Room 1

ZRBRE 1

Multi-function Room 1
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Visitor Centre
LHREZE 1
Multi-function Room 1
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Visitor Centre
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Visitor Centre
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We organise the "Miracles of Fruits and Seeds" exhibition
from April to November 2015 to explain the important
roles of fruits and seeds in continuing the life cycles of
plants. Visitors can know more about the ways of seed
dispersal through our interactive exhibits.

I —,

_—
—

A FTEETHE

Floating seed game
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In order to avoid competition for resources such as water, light, space and
nutrients, seeds germinate away from their parent plants. To get further away,
seeds may rely on wind, animals or water. Some seeds may even be expelled when
the fruit opens.
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The fruit of Oblong Gymnanthera
turns brown when ripe and releases
feathery seeds which can be dispersed
by wind.
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Some birds favour fleshy fruits.
Undigested seeds in these fruits
are dispersed as birds leave their
droppings at other places.

BUARMEERE

Spring and Summer Fruits in Wetland Park
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Download the map and look for
fruits and seeds at the Wetland

Reserve.
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When the fruit of Wild Coffee ripens, it turns from
green to yellow, orange then red. Therefore, four
colours may be found in one inflorescence, which
looks colourful and vibrant.
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Kidney-shaped seeds can be found inside the
flat green legumes of Wild Bean. Ripe fruits are
floatable and can be dispersed by water.
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The big fruit of False Pineapple consists of a cluster of small fruit-like
parts, which resemble a pineapple.
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The fruit of Bidens alba has small hooks, which facilitates them to be
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Kandelia obovata reproduces by vivipary,
a distinctive way where the “seed” starts
to germinate and eventually becomes the
pen-like propagule when the “fruit” is still
attached to the parent plant. The mature
propagule will then detach from the parent

Points to note when observing fruits
and seeds
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When conducting nature watching activities, it is
important to respect the nature in order to minimise
disturbance to the environment and living organisms.
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A RENETFHARER
Enlarged models of fruits
and seeds

plant and be carried by tidal current to

Do not pick any fruit or seed
another suitable place before settling.
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Do not touch the plants

o AT IRMERMET BIFCHk
/ May bring a camera and notebook for
\ recording



75 v i M [ Y

Precious Plants

in HKWP
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ﬁﬁ m% Grantham’s Camellia

Many types of native plants were cultivated in the Hong Kong Wetland Park. We
have introduced some rare plants to the Park as a form of ex-situ conservation
and for the purposes of public appreciation as well as education. These plants have
their own features and interesting ecology. Here we are going to highlight some of
the plants so that you can take a closer look at them when you visit us next time.
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Grantham's Camellia was first discovered on Tai Mo Shan,

grows in Guangdong, having the largest white blossom among native Camellias. Under the petals,

there is a large calyx covered with greyish hairs.

Observation hotspot: Fishpond Hide

Hong Kong. This rare wild Camellia only

AT T Crapnell’s Camellia
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HERDLE Hong Kong Pavetta
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Crapnell's Camellia was first discovered on Mount Parker, Hong Kong. This rare wild Camellia

ge-red bark and capsules as large as 10 cm in diameter, bigger than those of any
r native Camellia.

Observation hotspot: Fishpond Hide
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Hong Kong Pavetta was first discovered in Happy Valley, Hong Kong and so named afterwards. It is
dubbed “Starry Sky" or "Dusky Stars" because there are numerous spots of nitrogen-fixing bacteria
throughout the leaf surface. The spots look like stars when sunshine falls on the leaves. Hong Kong Pavetta
is even more charming when it flowers; the numerous white flowers remind you of the starry sky.

Observation hotspot: Fishpond Hide
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imﬁ Incense Tree
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The resin of Incense Tree can be used to produce medicine
or incense. The name of Hong Kong (which means "fragrant
harbour") is said to be related to the robust growth of this plant
and re-export of incense in the territory. The Incense Tree produces
green fruits, with seeds hanging in the air when the fruit cracks.

Observation hotspot: Fishpond Hide

PYEEM fE Hong Kong Witch-hazel
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Hong Kong Witch-hazel was first discovered in Hong Kong Island. It grows in Guangdong, Guangxi and Guizhou.
The flowers of Hong Kong Witch-hazel are crowded in ball-shaped inflorescences. The strap-like white petals
make a resemblance to a ribbon ball.

Observation hotspot: Fishpond Hide

7]‘(% Water Fern
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Water Fern is one of few ferns growing in wetlands, including marshes and paddy fields. It is classified as a
Wild Plant under State Protection (Category II).

Observation hotspot: Wetlands at Work

%%ﬁﬁ Pitcher Plant
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Pitcher Plant is a typical carnivorous plant. It can make food by photosynthesis and
also absorb nutrients by capturing insects. The midrib is prolonged into a tendril which
is greatly expanded into a vase-shaped pitcher. This development demonstrates the
miracle of evolution.

Observation hotspot: Life Zone
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Volunteers work with our staff in tree monitoring

s ) f(\,

To monitor health of trees in Wetland Park and learn about their ecological value,
and to enhance volunteers' understanding of trees, "Tree Watch" volunteer tree
monitoring programme is developed. The programme began in Spring of 2014,
and the first year of programme has been completed. In the diaries completed by
volunteers, volunteers summarised health of trees (including appearance change
of trees, information of pest and disease, and potential risk from any dead branch
or aggressive wasp) and also findings of ecological surveys. From monitoring
wildlife activities on trees, volunteers discovered that trees are habitats of many
wild animals apart from providing shelter to humans. Sometimes they find ant
nests, amazing insects, and also birds which sing or jump around in trees. Reading
between the lines, you may realize their love and concern on nature.

From measuring growth parameters of trees to observing wildlife activities with
attention and patience, volunteers give great support to the tree management
work in the Park as a team.
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Measuring DBH (Diameter at
Breast Height) is one of the
ways to know the growth
condition of trees > R

patience are needed

findings
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To monitortrees, attention and
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\olunteers often have interesting
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In the last winter, we recorded three new bird species in
the Park and they are Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker, Scarlet
Minivet and Two-barred Warbler. With these records, the
number of birds recorded in the Park has increased to 253.

> REELE
Scarlet-backed
Flowerpecker

Our staff heard the call of the Scarlet Minivet for a few

mornings in January 2015. The Flowerpecker, on the other

hand, was found near Pui Pui's Home during a guided tour.

They are common resident in Hong Kong, however are usually

found in woodlands. So we were somehow surprised to see them

in the Park. Two-barred Warbler, on the other hand, is an uncommon
passage migrant and winter visitor.

Coincidently, they are all found around our Visitor Centre.

We believe this is related to the maturing trees near

the Visitor Centre. Pay attention to the trees near

our Visitor Centre and Car Park when you visit us

next time, and you may find interesting birds
in them!
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Two-barred Warbler
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~ Scarlet Minive
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of the Hong Kong Wetland Park:
High Tide Roost for Waders
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The artificial mudflat of the Hong Kong Wetland Park covers approximately 3
hectares. Small islands and peninsulas were created during the construction of
the mudflat in order to provide a varying profile. This shallow wetland is fed by
brackish water flowing along a mangrove channel which connects to the Deep
Bay. By controlling sets of water sluices between the mangrove channel and the
mudflat, we can control water flow and thus water level in this piece of wetland.

This unique habitat is becoming an important high tide roost for migratory waders
in the Deep Bay Area. We have monitored waterbirds since 2003, and the number
of waders has increased in the recent years. They are most numerous during the
spring migration period between March and May each year.

Marsh Sandpiper was the most numerous bird in the Wetland Park for most of the
years, peaking at 1977 in spring 2015. The numbers of Common Greenshank,
Common Redshank and Spotted Redshank varied across years, with
hundreds of each of the species recorded every year. The number
of Curlew Sandpiper, amazingly, had surged since 2013. The
diversity of waders remained stable at about 30 species over the
years. Various uncommon waders, including Ruff, Sanderling,
Ruddy Turnstone, Red Knot, and the endangered Nordmann's
Greenshank, were also recorded.
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Nordmann's Greenshank
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Curlew Sandpiper
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Marsh Sandpiper
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The waders stay in this wetland
mainly as a high tide roost, as the
varying profile and favourable water level provide
suitable water depths for different species. Some of
the waders, such as Marsh Sandpipers and Curlew

%% PETRENEEIVEEKRE : - Sandpipers, also feed on invertebrates found in the
=t —— “EEH nvertebr
RIEEHEEY) . muddy or sandy bottom of this artificial mudflat.

Ruddy Turnstone =
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With the help of volunteers in the management of this important
habitat, we will continue to make the mudflat a beloved site for waterbirds
as well as bird-watchers.
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Abundance and Diversity of waders in the
Wetland Park
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The numbers of five major waders in the
Wetland Park
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Multi-function Room
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A new multi-function room next to
the souvenir shop is now open to the
public!

The new facility showcases various
models and photos of wetland animals
as well as wetland artworks. Visitors
may also view videos and photos of
wetland creatures on the interactive
panel.
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Souvenir Shop
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The souvenir shop had been improved and reopened. It is located
on the ground floor of the Visitor Centre. You can buy souvenirs,
or send postcards to share your lovely wetland memories with
your family and friends.

BHsT
Electric Vehicle Charger
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Two medium chargers for electric vehicles are
available for visitors' use at the Visitor Centre's
Car Park.
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Chairs Made of a Dead Tree
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Did you notice a few wooden chairs recently placed in the
atrium of the Visitor Centre? They are irregular in shape
with clear tree ring patterns. These unique chairs come
from a dead Horsetail Tree.

We chopped the trunk into several pieces after the tree was
found dead, and processed by AFCD's Tai Tong Workshop
before becoming the wooden chairs. We hope visitors will
enjoy these pieces of art work.
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Enhancement of Butterfly Garden
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We have constructed a new timber boardwalk at the Butterfly Garden to
make your visit more comfortable. In addition, we have carried out a series
of enhancement works at the garden. These works include improving the
irrigation and drainage systems at the garden, re-construction of a shallow
pool as well as re-planting of nectar plants and food plants for butterflies.
Please come to enjoy watching butterflies in the renovated Butterfly
Garden when you visit us next time.
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New Timber Boardwalk
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Another new timber boardwalk at the Wildside
Walk is now open to public. Visitors can walk
along the new timber boardwalks and get close to
the beautiful reedbed before reaching the scenic
Fishpond Hide. During the bird migratory seasons,
you may find migratory birds such as Chinese
Penduline Tit, Oriental Reed Warbler and Black-
browed Reed Warbler at the reedbed.
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WEH M Report of Previous Activities
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World Wetlands Day 2015 Hong Kong
Celebration Ceremony

BT hiaSBRiRstrE
The 15" Inter-school Bird Race
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Co-organised by the Hong Kong Wetland Park and the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society, the 15" Inter-school

Bird Race was successfully held on 6 December 2014. A total of 175 participants from 35 teams contested in the

race. They gained a better understanding of bird identification and the habitats of wetland birds through training

and the race. We hope the participants will practise what they learnt to promote bird-watching activities in their
schools and raise the awareness of bird conservation.
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The Hong Kong Wetland Park organised the "World Wetlands 40

Day 2015 Hong Kong Celebration Ceremony” on 31 January A ﬁ%%i%%%%éﬁﬁ -
2015. Supported by our honourable guests, the ceremony gf&tii}iﬁéﬁiiﬁ%i
ended on a high note. Prizes were presented to the winners %ﬁ&gzﬁg -

of the "15th Inter-school Bird Race” Moreover, Theatre Noir
Foundation was invited to perform the World Wetlands Day
special drama, "The Butterfly Dream”, which brought the

atmosphere to the peak.
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Officiating Guests of the Ceremony
From left to right: Mr. Mak Chun Yu,
Mr. Leung Che Cheung, Mr. Wong
Chi Kong, Mr. Tang King Shing,

Prof. Chau Kwai Cheong

Group photo of participants

SEN TRMKSEERE EN2014F12AF
2015 1 BIEAE81T - 2IERNBRBEARMNKSE
Participants practising waterbird Eé%@;ﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%‘l‘m% EI\] EZIH ’ %&E)H@%E%;ﬂ
£ = 3t , Y E=ouff7N =3
surveying in the bird hide T r2015%%ﬁ%%IXHiEEJ ’%{%ﬁ%mﬁ%

T ET fEHERE - R
1,9/ \ﬁl M “Experiencing Waterbird Survey” fully conducted - |
)_'-L‘ ﬂh m!!! AR xperiencing aterbir urvey  was successtully con ucte r :Ev'rj;_l_ﬁla@ﬁﬁq’%ttg ﬁ%
—i ek nekaa) i ‘

from December 2014 to January 2015. In addition to learning Results of the 15th Inter-school Bird Race
Family Farming Experience Programme
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Participants observing birds
at the Wetland Reserve ;’.

In addition, to express our sincere gratitude to all volunteers
who have contributed to the Park over the past year,

we presented certificates and souvenirs to
the volunteers during the ceremony.

Over a hundred volunteers

received their awards on

the stage and shared

their joy with the

L identification and surveying techniques from our waterbird
officiating guests.

surveyors, the participants took part in the 2015 International e
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We organised the "Family Farming Experience Programme” again this year.
In addition to transplantation of seedlings, paddy field management and
harvesting activities, we added a rice seed planting session this time. The
participating families brought home their own pots of rice seedlings, so
that they could watch them grow from the beginning.

The children found that transplantation of seedlings in the field is no easy
task! Towards the end of the day, all of them were sweaty and muddy,
but they were pleased by the straight rows of seedlings they planted.
Through this activity, the participants came to understand the hardship
of farmers as well as the importance of cherishing food.
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A family eagerly transplanting seedlings into the
paddy field
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Participants observing birds

2nd Runner-up
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3rd Runner-up

RERTHA
Best Performing
Team
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Bird of the Day

Queen Elizabeth School Old Students'
Association Secondary School (Team B)
SERRESBEPERK

Cumberland Presbyterian Church Yao Dao
Secondary School (Team B)
EASZINLREARK

SKH Tsoi Kung Po Secondary School (Team A)
BERAXARERKEHERES 28K
CUHKFAA Chan Chun Ha Secondary School
(Team B)
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Po Leung Kuk Celine Ho Yam Tong School



BRREEEN —

REMF SN 2EEZRE

Exploring Hong Kong Wetlands —
Study Tours from around the World
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Students from Vietnam joining the "Wetland
Adventure" guided tour
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Students from Singapore enjoying their guided tour in the Galleries

As an international spot for wetland education, conservation and ecotourism, the
Hong Kong Wetland Park welcomes study tours from all over the world to enable
overseas students to learn more about the diversity of Hong Kong's wetland
ecosystems and the need to conserve them.

Since late 2013, we have strengthened the promotion of our "Wetland
Adventure" guided tour for overseas study tours. OQur Wetland Interpreters lead
participants to take a closer look at the amazing wetland wildlife, including birds,
dragonflies, butterflies and aquatic animals and plants, and to understand the
close relationship between human and
wetlands, so that participants will be
inspired to bring wetland conservation
to daily life. In addition to visiting the
Wetland Reserve, participants also
have the opportunity to gain hands-
on experience in wetland conservation
through habitat management works,
such as weeding and fertilising.

In 2014, we received 168 groups A sissREEREN ) BRERRE
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Children from overseas study tours
experiencing weeding work

of overseas study tours, with 5948
students from primary to tertiary
level. Most (80%) of them came from
mainland China, particularly Guangdong Province. Others visited from the
southwest or eastern part. Some even came all the way from as far as Xinjiang and
Heilongjiang. The rest of the groups came from Africa, Australia, Europe, America
and other Asian countries. Apart from knowing more about wetlands in Hong
Kong, they also treasured the opportunity of having cultural exchange with our
staff and other visitors.
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Where do the Study Tour Groups

come from?
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Breakdown of Groups from China
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Guangdong - Xinjiang
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Southwestern cities, - WR 0 M3

e.g. Sichuan, Yunnan Others, e.g. Beijing,
Hunan, Hubei
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Eastern cities, - BEET

e.g. Fujian, Jiangsu Heilongjiang
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Visitors’ Footprints
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Member of the German
Bundestag (Parliament)
visiting the Park
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Delegates from Sichuan on an exchange
tour
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South Korea officials
observing mangroves in
Wetland Reserve
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Visitors from Zhejiang
enjoying a guided walk
in the Park
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Group photo for awarded volunteers in 2014
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Outstanding volunteers in 2014 (chinese only)
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“Animal Encounter”
Volunteer Interpretation Point
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Do you want to have a close encounter with different
animals? Here comes the chance! "Animal Encounter"
displays various animal specimens such as crocodile,
leopard skin, ivory tusk etc. Come to take a close look at
these specimens and learn about their interesting facts
from our volunteers.
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"What are Wetlands?" Gallery, G/F, Visitor Centre
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ﬁﬁE Bronze Award FRIEM50/\EF Over 50 service hours
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VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES
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Volunteers working hard to clean up the area
outside the Riverside Hide

\4 Herport HK Ltd. ZLSEHMA "M BRI S BE
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Volunteers from Herport HK Ltd. ready to guide community
tours after completing a two-day training under the
"Corporate Community Service Programme”
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v Volunteers sharing their wetland knowledge and interpretation
skills with students under the "School Partnership Programme”
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Over 80 service hours

Joint University Wetland Eco-Tour Guide Scheme
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Students under the

"Joint University Wetland
Eco-tour Guide Scheme”
practising interpretation
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Over 100 award-winning volunteers celebrating the Chinese New Year
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“The Beauty of Birds” Photo Collection

ERENESHRRE B ARNSERE T AOBEENERME R - HAKEL—
LEFERE DRBRA, REREY  REIAPHEHERE

In the last Bird Watching Festival, visitors took many fantastic
photos of birds. The outstanding entries displayed at the “Wetland
Snapshot” gallery attracted many visitors.

Black-faced Spoonbill
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Photo by: Lee Ka Fai)

A L4 2% Daurian Redstart
(#&= Photo by: Lam Hing Kei)

A % Oriental Magpie Robin
(#E% Photo by: Lam Hing Kei)

A 7% Grey-backed Thrush

A \BE Little Egret
(#E% Photo by: Wen Kwong)
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Keep quiet, do not shout or run in the Park;
Keep the air clean and do not smoke;

Do not picnic in the Park or leave any food in outdoor
areas;
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No littering. Put litter into litter bins or take it with
you;

Take care of children, do not climb over fences;

Help to protect the exhibits and do not damage
them;

Do not pick or damage plants, do not disturb or catch
animals;
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Do not touch wild birds, their feathers or droppings.
Wash hands after the visit; and
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Do not bring animals, bicycle, scooter and skateboard
into the Park, except guide dogs accompanying
visually-impaired visitors.
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Wetland Conservation Starts With Me
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Agriculture, Fisheries and BIAR Hong Kong
Wetland Park

Conservation Department
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Hong Kong Wetland Park

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department

BEHARKE RN AR
Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai
New Territories, Hong Kong

(@ (852) 3152 2666
) (852) 3152 2668

@R www.wetlandpark.gov.hk
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#REE Editors
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HKWP Reserve Section

BiEERE Contributors

AU YEUNG Hoi Wa Ay
AU Yuet Ying ERRE
CHAN Ka Lai, Carrie B
CHEN Kam Fung, Phoenix  FRSR/EL
CHENG Nok Ming ERCAA
CHEUNG Ka Hong, Joseph ~ IRER
FONG Wai Ching, Polly HES
FU Yiu Cheung BEE
FUNG Wing Yin, Jessica BEE
HUI Sin Hang, Roy FrEE
KUO Sui Ling, Evelyne EifRa

LAU Ka Hing, Stephanie 2=
LEUNG Chi Wing, Hydra REE

MA Ka Wai, Carrie ERZE
NGAN Kam Tung ERIRER
SHA Yuen Yu A
TAM Pak Wai FHE
WONG Ka Ming E
WONG Lut Yin, Brenda =#E
YAU Pak To isi=h



