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Wetland Tourism:
A Great Experience
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Ramsar Convention (also called the Convention on Wetlands), adopted in the
Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971, is an intergovernmental treaty that provides the
framework for national action and international cooperation for the
conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources, As at January
2012, there are 160 contracting parties all over the world. Over 1,900 sites with
a total area of more than 190 million hectares of areas are designated as
wetlands of international importance { also known as Ramsar Sites).

Herizih?
What are Wetlands?
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Wetlands are places where water connects to land and account for around 6%
of the total surface area of the Earth. Wetlands are illustrated in the Ramsar
Convention as: “areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether natural or
artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing,
fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of
which at low tide does not exceed six metres”.

There are various examples of wetlands including lakes, rivers, ponds,
marshes, swamps, peatlands, mangrove forests, salt pans, sandy beaches,
coral reefs, and also artificial fish ponds or wet farmlands.
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World Wetlands Day 2012 - Wetlands and Tourism
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The World Wetlands Day on 2 February each year marks the date of the adoption
of the Ramsar Convention. Government agencies, non-governmental
organizations, and groups of citizens at all levels of the community take the
opportunity to raise public awareness of wetland values and benefits in general,
and the Ramsar Convention in particular,

The Ramsar Secretariat has selected “Wetlands and Tourism" as the theme for the
World Wetlands Day 2012, with the slogan “Wetland Tourism — A Great
Experience”, aiming at deepening public understanding on the interrelationship
between wetlands and tourism. This is also in harmony with the theme, “Wetlands,
Tourism and Recreation”, of the 11" Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention in Bucharest, Romania in 2012.
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Wetlands and tourism - the interrelationship
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Being one of the most important services that wetlands provide, tourism of
different scales has been reported in at least 35% of Ramsar Sites globally.
Wetlands and their wildlife are a key part of the global tourism experience,
and offer unique experiences such as whale watching, diving at coral reefs,
appreciating breath-taking landscapes, and adventurous journeys. Apart from
bringing tourists from all parts of the world, the enormous economic income
generated by wetland tourism such as entry fees and sale of local products
can contribute substantially to a country's GDP as well as the local
communities’ livelihood.

The income from tourism can also benefit wetland conservation. In many
wetlands, earnings from wetland tourism were used directly for conservation
infrastructures, operations, educational materials and training of local guides.
The tourism business could also support wetland biodiversity by ensuring a
well-managed and sustainable form of tourism, attracting governmental or
private sponsorships and donations, as well as raising awareness of local
operators and tourists towards the value of wetlands.
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Responsible tourism supports wetlands and people
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According to the World Tourism Organization, Ecotourism generally refers to
nature-based form of tourism with educational and interpretation features
which aims at observing and appreciating the nature and traditional cultures.

Ecotourism is a special kind of sustainable tourism putting the principles of
sustainable development into practice. Sustainable ecotourism contains the
following elements:

B minimises negative impacts upon the natural and socio-cultural resources,
and protects the environment and helps conserve biodiversity by
increasing awareness among locals and tourists

¥ respects host communities, their cultural heritage and values

M provides socio-economic benefits to stakeholders, including stable
employment and income-earning opportunities and social services to host
communities, and generate income for managing natural areas with
conservation purposes
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Threats
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Wetland ecosystems are often fragile, and without proper controls there is
always a risk that the rapid growth of tourism in wetlands can have negative
effects on wetland habitats, animals and plants, as well as on the local
communities that depend on the wetland for livelihood.

The enormous pressure posed by expanding tourist activities on wetlands:
W damage to sensitive habitats due to visitor activities
W disturbance of wildlife caused by uncontrolled visit rate
M damage to local culture and deprivation of access to wetland resources

from local communities
¥ over exploitation and overharvesting of wetland resources for tourism
M pollution caused by poor management of wastes and effluents

' Wl

A 1 0 IS 78 T 1 T R 1

Mai Pa Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site
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With the largest mangrove and reedbed in Hong Kong, this is an
important over-wintering site and refueling station for migratory
birds. It is also an ideal place for nature conservation, scientific
research, nature education, ecotourism and bird watching.

SEEINAE Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Located at Tin Shui Wai, the Hong Kong Wetland Park is an
ecotourism spot with a theme on the functions and values of
wetlands, The Park consists of a 10,000m? Visitor Centre and a 60ha

reserve area and is an ideal place for local and overseas visitors who B

wish to get a glimpse of wetlands.
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With its close proximity to Tung Chung new town, San Tau is an SEESERS

accessible wetland where you can see bouncing mudskippers and
vibrant seagrass bed, as well as experience how human co-exist in
harmony with the natural environment.
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Tai O at the southwestern end of Lantau is one of Hong Kong's last

fishing villages where you can see traditional stilt houses, vibrant
mangroves and bygone salt pans.
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Located at southeastern part of the Hong Kong Island, this coastal
wetland has appealing bays which are breathtakingly beautiful. The
site is flourished with wildlife including Freshwater Gobies, Fiddler
Crabs the adorable Soldier Crabs.
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Journey to Hong Kong Wetlands
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Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Despite its small area of 1,104km? Hong Kong has a wealth of wetland habitats
including streams, mangroves, coral reefs, ponds, artificial fish ponds and wet
farmlands. Ten wetland sites rich in ecological value are illustrated here, and they
are ideal places for wetland tourism. Let's start the journey to discover our
wetlands in Hong Kong!
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Luk Keng at the northeastern corner of Hong Kong is one of the best

places to enjoy our rural landscapes. You can explore the Luk Keng =

Village with tranquility, in search for the smallest dragonflies in Hong
Kong-Scarlet Dwarf.
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Lai Chi Wo, situated at the northeastern end of the New Territories,
has the largest stand of Coastal Heritiera in Hong Kong, a seagrass
bed of Dwarf Eel Grass, and one of the remaining Hakka villages in
Hong Kong.
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Located at the eastern part of Tai Po in the New Territories, Yim Tin
Tsai and Ma Shi Chau Special Area are ideal places for visitors to
explore remnants of early landforms, and the mangroves bubbling
with life.
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By visiting the peaceful To Kwa Peng in 5ai Kung, you can find two
uncommon mangrove species - Many-petalled Mangrove and
Lumnitzera, as well as the vibrant wildlife like mudskippers and
Mangrove Gastropod in the mudflat during low tide.
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Start your ecotour at Kei Ling Ha Lo Wai and follow the mangrove
belt extending along the coast for a fascinating exploration of
mangrove habitats.
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Achieving Sustainahle Wetland Tourism
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In order to facilitate the sustainable management of wetland tourism,
we need the following parties to put hands together:

National/ Government Level
B National policy making process
¥ Land-use planning

Site Level
B Non-governmental organizations providing expertise in wetland management
18 Tourism operators putting sustainable form of tourism into practice

Tourist Level

B Be a responsible tourist

I Make suitable choice of service providers for sustainable tourism
B Share your views with policy makers
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Address: Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai, New Territories, Hong Kong
WER Tel: 3152 2666

{434 Fax:3152 2668

4t Website : www.wetlandpark.gov.hk
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